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Nadezda Pazuhina

Summary

Power of the Powerless:

Masaryk, Patocka, Havel

The present book “Power of the Powerless: Masaryk, Patocka, Havel”
contains a part of research presented at the conference bearing the same title
in Riga on October 24-25, 2017 under the patronship of Professor Vaira
Vike-Freiberga, President of Latvia (1999—2007). The title of the book ech-
oes Havel's essay “Power of the Powerless” (1987) and opens up a thematic
field for discussion and reflection concentrating on relations of individuals
and power structures within democratic and non-democratic set-up. It also
focuses on the realization of power within any society consisting of indi-
viduals destined to live together and entertaining different views, beliefs,
national consciousnesses and languages. The protagonists mentioned in
the title of the book are personalities well known outside Czech Republic,
whose life stories are closely entwined with the historical and ideological
collisions of the 20th century. These people are united not only in a po-
litical way, each of them having contributed to the political processes, but
also by representing free thought and independence of mind, thus making
them of paramount interest for the readers today. The book includes some
of the programmatic texts for the first time published in Latvian. It may be
considered as a system of coordinates of the metaphors for the whole vol-
ume consisting of research results of the investigations of many scholars of
Latvia and the Czech Republic - historians, philosophers, anthropologists,
philologists. In reviewing the hundred-years long historical development
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of Latvia and the Czech Republic (also of Slovakia) it is worth keeping in
mind those items that allow to critically evaluate the political processes in
local and also in a wider geopolitical context, thus fostering the formation
of autonomous, authentic view of the past. And of the future.

Vaira Vike-Freiberga commences the monography in an emotional tone
chamber. She writes about her personal memories of the crushed hopes of
the Prague Spring and highly appreciates T. G. Masaryk, J. Patocka and
V. Havel’s life course and intellectual achievement which promoted the
efforts of seeking national independence and the defence of individual, in-
ternal freedom.

Part One of the book — “Masaryk and the Present Time” — consists
of research into the historical dimension, reflecting the experience of the
marginalized social groups at various periods of the 20th century history.
The authors are concerned with the conflict between the powerless and the
power structures and also the majority view, becoming both victims and signs
of the crimes of the powers-that-be. Thus these groups acquired if not the
moral power then a fleeting vindication of their moral stance. The book is
introduced by two essays dealing with the problem of anti-Semitism in the
newly-established Czechoslovakia. This problem is tied up with the activi-
ties of the first President of Czechoslovakia Toma$ Garrigue Masaryk. On
the bases of the Hilsner affair Czech historian Petr Bednatik analyses the
juridical situation of the Jewish community in Czechoslovakia within the
context of Masaryk’s foreign policy. Latvian historian Kristine Ante utilizes
the historically intriguing problematic to follow up the specificity of the
juridical status in the Austro-Hungarian Empire including Czechoslovakia
during the inter-war period. She touches also on the relations between other
nationalities and the Jewish community and on Masaryk’s role in the struggle
against anti-Semitism. The “President Liberator” figure of Masaryk influ-
enced the political discourse during the inter-war period in Czechoslovakia
and became part of the national-patriotic myth-formation. Czech historian
Zdenko Marsalek writes about Masaryk’s contribution to the formation of
the Czech national army and mythologizes his image created in the thirties,
during World War II and respective repercussions in the nineties.

Two essays are dealing with the role of the President of Czechoslova-
kia in formation of the “white” Russian emigration in the twenties. Czech
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historian Helena Noskova offers a panoramic view of the Russian émigré

community by analysing Masaryk’s strategic initiatives in “Russian action”
The governmental support of education of the Russian emigrants fostered

the formation of a unique academic climate in Prague and it also contri-
buted to the self-organizing efforts of the Russian and the Ukrainian émi-
grés, and ensured good cooperation with the governmental institutions. The

article also touches upon the ties between the descendants of the Russian

¢émigrés and the younger generation of Russian emigrants today. Latvian

historian Nadezda Pazuhina investigates the importance of the formation

of the “cultural archive” in the context of “Russian Action” in both meta-
phorical and institutionalized sense whereby Russian emigrants in Prague

founded “the Russian cross-border historical archive” and maintained a
wide network of archive agents in countries where Russians lived, including
Latvia. This part of the volume is crowned with an investigation by Czech

historian David Kovatik concerning the German population that remained

in Czechoslovakia after World War IT avoiding mandatory order of displace-
ment, thus becoming a minority without appropriate rights. The author
exposes the double standards of the communist regime by analysing the

legal status of this minority within the context of anti-German sentiments

and the propaganda of the ideas of internationalism.

Part Two of the book — “Havel’s Legacy” - concentrates attention on the
intellectual and political heritage of Vaclav Havel that is closely connected
with the name of his teacher philosopher Jan Pato¢ka. Another student
of the well-known Czech phenomenologist is Viclav Bélohradsky whose
essay on Havel’s political heritage forms the polemical kernel of the text.
Important aspects of the period discussed are the events of the year 1968
(The fifticth anniversary of the invasion of Czechoslovakia by USSR and
Warsaw Pact armies was commemorated in Europe on August 21, 2018) that
resonated also in Latvia.

The volume contains reflections of Havel’s brother Ivan M. Havel who
speaks about intellectual isles within the set-up of totalitarian regimes. His
reminiscences about the informal discussions at home atmosphere recall
similar experiences of the Latvian intellectuals in those days. I. M. Havel’s
description of his correspondence with the imprisoned brother clearly re-
veals the capacity of a philosophical mind to stay within the freedom zone
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even in the situation of a physical and ideological yoke. This idea prompts

the author to call for a new generation of dissenting spirits to uphold the

democratic set-up. V. Havel’s “Letters to Olga” have prompted Latvian phi-
losopher Maija Kile to attempt to portray Havel’s philosophical image. M.
Kale delineates Havel’s philosophical manner of thought within a wider
philosophical context by accentuating the formation of his philosophical
views on the crossroads of phenomenology and existentialism. The author
underscores Havel's attempts to foster the development of the free Czech

nation by way of self-critical reflection and moral responsibility. The theme

of moral responsibility in the works of V. Havel is the central issue of an

essay by Latvian philosopher and political scientist Ivars Jjabs. By drawing
parallels with Joseph Brodsky’s non-compliant stand with regard to human

moral nature, the author attends to the problem of conformism as reflected

in Havel’s texts — the problem that is ever-so topical even today. The author
proposes that political regimes produce only a frame for the people to fol-
low imperative norms that are more effective in guarding against stresses

and phobia than moral action.

Czech philosopher and sociologist Vaclav Bélohradsky presents a criti-
cal assessment of Havels activities by making a distinction between the
inspiring aspect of the dissident political culture and the misconceived one —
that of anti-communist political culture. The author finds the assignment
of priority to one political institution based on its alleged moral superiority,
a problematic stance. By commenting on Havel’s notion concerning the
development of the political system in the direction of consumer society,
Bélohradsky draws attention to several factors that have led to disillusion-
ment in the democratic values today.

Latvian social anthropologist Andris Suvajevs turns to the Latvian ex-
perience by suggesting typological similarities between Havel’s posttotalitar-
ian regime and the contemporaneous market totalitarianism. Havel’s criti-
cism of anti-communist nomenclature has become topical today within the
context of a neo-liberal ideology that legitimises the monopoly of market
structures throughout society. Attempts to re-establish social relations in
the face of dominating impersonal capitalistic structures becomes a morally
responsible action, thus re-defining the mandate of those who are politi-
cally powerless.
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Latvian philosopher Anne Sauka reflects on the power of the power-
less turning attention to the manifestations of “non-power” nihilism and
the “self-power” realization outside and above the structures of power, thus
inflating the force of the ruling power discourse. The author reveals some
aspects of the power of marginalized groups in post-soviet political space
and in the Western democracies through the prism of genealogical approach.

Latvian philosopher Igors Suvajevs characterizes powerlessness as a
convenient position chosen by the powerless themselves, as an ability to
confirm to the existing situation. Thus the powerless may be considered not
just as victims; rather — as inmates of a kind of concentration camp, bearing
responsibility for the upkeep of the institution. Panopticon-type arrange-
ments are in evidence even today through the use of digital technologies
providing access to virtual self-observation instead of personal engagement
in genuine self-care.

Latvian philosopher Mara Kiope is tackling the problematics of ideo-
logy as the central thrust of political systems. She accentuates Havel’s idea
about ideology as a form of strengthening of artificial relations with the
world and creating an illusion of artificial harmony and paralyzing the ca-
pacity for critical thinking and self-critical life apprehension. Ideology offers
an opportunity to feel self-esteem while in reality lacking of the same, thus
hiding from the person the reality of a dependent situation, and accepting
the role of the system’s supporter.

Two articles are dealing with the reception of Havels literary heritage in
Latvia. Czech Baltic Studies specialist Pavel Stoll discusses the translation
of Havel's works into Latvian. In characterizing the artistic principles of the
politician and writer, the author touches upon the destiny of the Havel’s
texts in Latvia. Latvian historian Martin$ Mintaurs analyses the reception of
Havel’s journalistic texts during the eighties-nineties and their significance
for the re-establishment of the statchood. It is worth noting retrospectively
that the publication of Havel’s works in Latvia are dispersed in various press
publications but have not ben, so far, issued in a single edition. Havel’s legacy
has not undergone close theoretical scrutiny and the present volume may
hopefully be the step in that direction.

Translation of Havel’s play “Vyrozuméni” into Latvian has prompted
Michal Skrabal to discuss the problem of word-formation in the present
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political and media discourse. The author characterizes the tools of linguis-
tic appropriation bearing upon the formation of ideological semantization
and the appearance of “new language”. The author discusses the synthetic
language prydepe — Havel’s neologism denoting the absurd bureaucratic
language, lingering on even after the collapse of the communist regime.

Translated by Janis Véjs
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Résumé

Moc bezmocnych:
Masaryk, Patocka, Havel

V monografii Moc bezmocnych: Masaryk, Patocka, Havel byly &isted-
né vyuzity vyzkumy prezentované na stejnojmenné konferenci. Konala se
v Rize ve dnech 24. a 25. fijna 2017 a jeji patronkou byla prof. Dr. Vaira
Vike-Freiberga, prezidentka Lotysské republiky (1999—2007), kterd rovnéz
zahajuje tuto monografii. Odkaz na esej Viclava Havla Moc bezmocnjch
(1978) v jejim ndzvu predznamendva tematicky okruh tvah a diskusi, jimz
je vénovéna. V centru pozornosti jsou vztahy moci a individua v demokra-
tickych a nedemokratickych rezimech a také mechanismy moci v kazdé
spole¢nosti, v niz maji své misto lidé¢ a skupiny s odliSnymi nézory, virou,
narodnosti a jazykem. Jména uvedend v ndzvu monografie patii jedném z
nejzndméjsich ceskych historickych osobnosti, v jejichz biografiich se odra-
zeji nejdulezitéjsi politické a ideové kolize 20. stoleti. Tyto osobnosti spojuje
nejen sféra politiky, do niz kazdd z nich vnesla sviij zavazny vklad, ale rovnéz
intelektudlni svoboda a samostatnost mysleni, coz ¢ini jejich duchovni od-
kaz zajimavym a aktudlnim i pro dne$niho ¢tendtfe. Do monografie jsou za-
fazeny také programové texty téchto autori, v lotystiné publikované poprvé.
Lze je povazovat za metaforicky systém koordindt pro celou monografii,
obsahujici staté ¢eskych a loty$skych védct - historiki, filozoft, sociolog,
antropologt a filologi. Pti ohlédnuti za stoletou cestou Lotysska a Ceska
(také Slovenska) je dilezité si uvédomit ty mezniky, které umoziiuji sebe-
kritické hodnoceni socidlné politickych procesit nejen v lokdlnim, ale i v
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$ir$im geopolitickém kontextu, a pfitom si utvéiet vlastni, nikoli nekriticky
piejimany pohled na minulost i na budoucnost.

Profesorka Vaira Vike-Freiberga zahajuje monografii vemocionalnim a
komornim ténu. Ptinasi také osobni vzpominky na zmatené nadéje prazské-
ho jaraa vysoce ocenuje intelektudlni pfinos a Zivotni cestu T. G. Masaryka,
J. Pato¢ky a V. Havla z hlediska vybojovani nérodni nezavislosti a hdjeni
individudlni vnitini svobody.

Prvni ¢4st monografie tvofi vyzkumy vénované historické dimenzi

»moci bezmocnych’, které odrdzeji zkusenost marginalizovanych socilnich
skupin v raznych historickych obdobich 20. stoleti. Autory zajimé konflike
bezmocnych s moci a ¢asto i s vét§inovou spole¢nosti, to, jak se tyto skupiny
dostavaji do role poskozenych a zaroven svédki nedostatki a zlo¢int moci,
¢imz ziskévaji, pokud ne moralni moc, pak alespon kritkodobé morélni
vitézstvi. Tuto ¢st oteviraji dvé stati, které spojuje zkoumani problema-
tiky antisemitismu v nové zalozeném Ceskoslovensku a s ni spojend ¢in-
nost prvniho ¢eskoslovenského prezidenta Tomase Garrigua Masaryka. Z
Hilsnerovy aféry vychdzi analyza ¢eského historika Petra Bednaiika, keera
se zaméfuje na pravni stav Zidovské mensiny v Ceskoslovensku v kontextu
Masarykovy mimopolitické ¢innosti. Loty$skd histori¢cka Kristine Ante
vyuzila tuto historickou udalost k postizeni zvldstnosti prévniho statusu
sidovské mensiny v Rakousko-uherské monarchii a v mezivale¢ném Ces-
koslovensku. Zaroveri charakterizuje vztah piislusnika jinych nérodnosti
k zidovské diaspote a roli Masaryka jako politického leadera v boji s mo-
dernim antisemitismem.

Masaryk jako ,prezident Osvoboditel” nejen silné ovlivnil politicky
diskurz mezivile¢ného Ceskoslovenska, ale byl také zapojen do vytvéieni
nirodné vlasteneckého mytu. Cesky historik Zdenko Marsdlek analyzuje
Masarykuv politicky ptinos k vytvoteni ¢eskoslovenské armady jako narod-
niho vojska a objastiuje mytologizaci obrazu tohoto politika ve tiicatych
letech, za druhé svétové vilky a jeji ohlasy v devadesétych letech 20. stoleti.

Uloha prvniho &eskoslovenského prezidenta pfi institucionlnim for-
movani ruské ,bilé” emigrace ve dvacdtych letech 20. stoleti je tématem
dvou stati. Cesk4 histori¢ka Helena Noskové nastifiuje panorama zivota
ruskych emigrantd a analyzuje strategické sméry Ruské pomocné akee pro-
sazované Masarykem. Podpora vzdélani emigrantt na vlddni arovni ptispela
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ke vzniku unikdtniho akademického prostiedi v Praze a také k vlastni se-
beorganizaci ruské a ukrajinské emigrace a k jeji konstruktivni komuni-
kaci s ¢eskoslovenskymi ufady. Autorka rovnéz poukazuje na vazby mezi
potomky ruskych emigrantt a prostfedim nové ruské emigrace po roce
2000. Lotysskd kulturn{ historicka Nadezda Pazuhina vyzdvihuje vyznam
Ruské pomocné akee pro utvéieni ,.kulturniho archivu” emigrace nejen v
metaforickém smysluy, ale i v instituciondlni podobé, kdy rusti emigranti v
Praze zaloZili ,rusky zahrani¢ni historicky archiv” a udrzovali Sirokou sit
spolupracovniki v zemich, kde Zili Rusové, véetné Lotysska.

Tuto ¢4st monografie uzavira stat ¢eského historika Davida Kovaiika
o Némcich, kteti ztistali v Ceskoslovensku po druhé svétové vilce, kdy sice
unikli nucenému vysidleni, av$ak stali se mensinou bez mensinovych prav.
Autor ptipomind licomérnost komunistického rezimu, kdyz analyzuje zm¢-
ny pravniho postaveni této nezddouci mensiny v kontextu na jedné strané
tehdejsich protinémeckych nalad a na strané druhé propagace internacio-
nalistickych ideji.

V centru druhé ¢st monografie je intelektudlni a politické dédicevi
Véclava Havla, které je pfimym zptisobem spojeno se jménem jeho uditele
filozofa Jana Patocky. Jiny zék tohoto vyznamného ¢eského fenomenologa je
nas soucasnik Véclav Bélohradsky, jehoz stat o Havlové politickém dédictvi
tvoif polemické jédro této ¢dsti monografie. Dilezitym meznikem se stédvd
prazské jaro a okupace Ceskoslovenska v roce 1968 a sametové revoluce roku
1989: ob¢ tyto udalosti mély znaény ohlas také v Lotyssku.

Bratr Viclava Havla Ivan Milo§ Havel nejprve ptindsi uvahy o ostrovech
intelektudlni svobody v podminkdach totalitniho rezimu. Jeho vzpominky
na neformalni diskuse pfi domdacich seminétich se shoduji se zkusenostmi
lotysskych intelektuali z téze doby. Stat I. M. Havla o jeho korespondenci
s uvéznénym bratrem piesvéd¢ive ukazuje schopnost filozofujictho rozumu
uchovat si vnitini svobodu i za podminek fyzické a ideologické nesvobody.
Tato zkusenost vede autora k myslence o potiebé novych disidentt i v dnesni
demokratické spole¢nosti. Dopisy Olze inspirovaly loty$skou filozotku Maiju
Kale k vytvoteni filozofického portrétu Véclava Havla. Autorka nastinuje
zptsob Havlova myslent v $ir$im kontextu soudobé filozofie, zvlasté fenome-
nologie a existencialismu. Vénuje pozornost Havlovym snahdm utvaret svo-
bodny ¢esky ndrod na zdkladé¢ sebekritické reflexe a mordlni odpovédnosti
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za své jedndni. Téma moralnivolby v Havlové dile je také hlavnim motivem
stati loty$ského filozofa a politologa Ivarse [jabse. S odvoldnim na pevnou
pozici Josifa Brodského ohledné morélniho zaloZeni ¢loveka zkoumd pro-
blém konformismu, ktery se objevuje v Havlovych textech a neztrici na
aktudlnosti ani dnes. Autor vybizi k pfemysleni o tom, Ze politicky rezim
¢asto jen ramuje lidsky sklon nésledovat imperativni normy, chrénici pted
socidlnimi stresy a fobiemi mnohem efektivnéji, nez vlastni moralni jednéni.

Kritické hodnoceni Havlova politického odkazu podava ¢esky filozof
asociolog Viclav Bélohradsky, jenz v ném rozli$uje inspirujici disidentskou
politickou kulturu a zavid¢jici antikomunistickou politickou kulturu. Autor
problematizuje pfisuzovini nadfazené moralnosti jedné konkrétni socidlné
politické instituci. P interpretaci Havlovych myslenek o politickém systé-
mu rozvinuté konzumni spole¢nosti V. Bélohradsky poukazuje na ty fakeory,
které vyvolaly zklamédni z demokratického ztizeni v dnesni spole¢nosti.

Most k soucasné situaci stavi také loty$sky socidlni antropolog Andris
Suvajevs, jenz v Havlovych myslenkdch o (post)totalitnim rezimu spattuje
typologickou podobnost se soucasnou totalitou trhu. Havlova kritika no-
menklatury komunistického rezimu je aktualni v kontextu dnesni neolibe-
rilni ideologie, legitimizujici monopol trzni ekonomiky. Morélné odpovéd-
nym jedndnim se mize stat pokus o obnoveni socidlnich vazeb v situaci, v
niz dominuji neosobni struktury kapitalu, ¢imz se znovu definuje zmocnéni
bezmocnych v oblasti politiky.

Ruizné druhy praxe moci bezmocnych reflektuje také lotysska filozotka
Anne Sauka, kdyZ se vénuje zptsobtim realizace moci bezmocnych pii pro-
jevech nihilismu ,bezmoci” a vlastni moci mimo struktury moci a nad nimi,
¢imz je oslabovan vlddnouci diskurz. Prizmatem genealogického pohledu
autorka odhaluje rysy moci marginalizovanych skupin v postsovétskych
zemich a v prostoru zdpadnich demokracif.

Lotyssky filozof Igors Suvajevs charakterizuje upevnéni bezmoci jako
pohodlnou pozici bezmocnych, jako prizptisobeni se nezpochybnitelnému

»potddku véci”. V bezmocnych tak Ize spatfovat nejen nevinné obéti, ale
zéroven i vézné koncentra¢niho tibora, v némz sami udrzuji porddek. Me-
chanismy panoptikonu Ize snadno pozorovat v dnesnim svété digitalnich
technologii, kde virtudlni sebekontrola ¢asto nepozorovatelné nahrazuje
skute¢nou pé¢i o sebe sama.
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Podstatu ideologie jako strategie politickych rezimu rozebiréd lotysskd fi-
lozotka Mara Kiope, zdtraziiujici Havlovu myslenku o ideologii jako formé,
jez upeviiuje umély vztah ke svétu a vytvéii iluzi harmonie, ¢imz oslabuje
sebekriticky pohled individua na svij vlastni Zivot. Ideologie umoznuje citit
se diistojnym a pfitom ve skute¢nosti takovym nebyt, skryvé pred clovékem
jeho podtizené postaveni, dovoluje mu smifit se s rolemi obéti a zroveri
opory systému.

Recepci Havlovy literarniho a publicistického dila v Lotyssku jsou véno-
vény dvé stati. Cesky baltista Pavel Stoll rozebira Havlovo literarni dédicevi,
pieklady jeho dél do lotystiny a jejich recepci v Loty$sku. Charakeerizuje
zékladni principy tvorby tohoto politika a spisovatele, pfinasi zivotopisné
informace o hlavnim loty$ském piekladateli Havlovych textt a o jejich osu-
dech. Lotyssky historik Martin$ Mintaurs analyzuje recepci Havlovy pub-
licistiky na pfelomu osmdesdtych a devadesatych let 20. stoleti a zasazuje ji
do kontextu procesti obnovy stétu. Je pfizna¢né, ze lotys$ské pteklady Havlo-
vych dél dosud nebyly vydény souborné alze je nalézt jediné v periodikéch.
V Lotyssku zatim nedoslo k analyticky kritickému rozboru Havlovych textii:
Ize jen doufat, Ze naSe monografie ptispéje k odstranéni tohoto nedostatku.

Havlova hra Wyrozuméni (196s), prelozend také do lotystiny, inspirovala
teského lingvistu Michala Skrabala k ptispévku o problematickém vlivu
newspeaku v dne$nim politickém a medidlnim diskurzu. Autor charakee-
rizuje mechanismy lingvistické apropriace politickymi rezimy, analyzuje
ideologickou sémantizaci, pod jejimz vlivem vznikd ,novy jazyk”. Stat je
zaméfena na synteticky jazyk ,,ptydepe” ze zminéné Havlovy hry — tento
neologismus v ¢estiné dodnes oznacuje absurdni byrokraticky jazyk, keery
zdaleka nezmizel ani po pddu komunistického rezimu.

Ptelozil Pavel Stoll
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