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Studied at the Department of Design at the Art Academy of Latvia, spe­
cialising in graphic design, later obtaining a master's degree.

Aivars Plotka was art editor of the publishing house "Avots" (1985-1992), 
art editor-in-chief of the publishing house "Vaga" (1993-1997). Currently 
he works at his private design studio and since 2008 is a lecturer at the 
University of Latvia Faculty of Education, Psychology and Arts. He has 
been the research supervisor for more than 50 bachelor's theses, gradua­
tion and diploma papers.

Aivars Plotka has collaborated with the University of Latvia Press, pub­
lishing houses "Pētergailis", "Zinātne", "Jānis Roze", etc. Books, designed by 
him, have been repeatedly nominated and received awards at the annual 
book design competition "Zelta Ābele". He has served as the member and 
the chair of the panel for this competition.

One of the most significant recent works has been the facsimile edition 
by the Latvian National Library "TERRA MARIANA"; he is the author of the 
design of the cover and scientific comments.

A successful cooperation, spanning many years, has evolved with the 
Academic Library of the University of Latvia; high quality projects have 
been implemented to promote the culture heritage of Latvia. "Album Am- 
icorum", designed by Aivars Plotka, proves that Latvia, similarly to other 
European countries, respects its culture historical heritage and that the 
branch of manuscript literature is honoured and researched. The calen­
dar "Europe in Latvia" and "Epiphanies" by Imants Ziedonis in Ukrainian 
have travelled far into the world, the touring exhibition "The Collection 
of Drawings and Descriptions by Johann Christoph Brotze (1742-1823) at 
the Academic Library of the University of Latvia"has presented the image 
of Latvia at 15 European countries.

The artist himself holds dear the cover designs for the series of books 
by Paulo Coelho, Michel Houellebecq, as well as the work on the book 
by Raimo Pullat and Aigars Urtāns "The Sea of Spirits. Smuggling on the 
Baltic Sea in-between Two World Wars." Working on the visual design of 
the European Heritage Days and in designing Latvian banknotes had also

Māksliniekam pašam tuvs ir Paulu Koelju, Mišela Velbeka grāmatu sēriju 
vāku dizains, kā ari darbs pie Raimo Pullata un Aigara Urtāna grāmatas 
"Spirta jūra. Kontrabanda Baltijas jūrā starp diviem kariem". Saistošs darbs 
bijis ari pie Eiropas kultūras mantojuma dienu vizuālā noformējuma un 
veidojot Latvijas naudas zīmes. 
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