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PREFACE

As in families, several different generations tend come together in groups of
researchers as well. But simply age or a number of years is not the only factor in defining a
researcher’s or a whole generation’s identity. What matters is the experience and historical
context that helped to form the members of a given generation. Augusts Milts (1928-2008), a
professor of ethics, stood by the establishment of the Latvian National Oral History (NOH) as
an independent direction of research. He represented the generation born during the time
when Latvia was still an independent republic, but his youth was marked by wartime and
Sovietisation.

In 2020, the core of the oral history research group consists of nine employees
representing three generations. Two of those generations began their academic careers after
the restoration of Latvian independence in a liberalised academic and research environment
open to international collaboration. The younger of those generations was born around the
time of the Awakening of the late 1980s but was too young to participate in it. This generation,
often referred to as Millennials, grew up in an already independent Latvia, but at a time that
was still overshadowed by the difficult period of the 1990s (Maija Krimina, leva Garda). The
generation before it is the Last Soviet Generation, which experienced Soviet realia but also, in
the “plastic” period of youth so important to socialisation, experienced national euphoria as
well as economic collapse (Ginta Elksne, Kaspars Zellis, Agita Lise, Edmunds Sapulis). They are,
according to the accepted Western division of demographic cohorts, members of Generation
X. The founders and longest-serving employees of the NOH belong to the First Soviet
Generation, or Post-Stalinism Generation, which lived in a “society of whisperers” under the
sway of Soviet propaganda but also enjoyed certain social protections. They have experienced
two very different systems as well as sharp turns in the course of their lives (Mara Zirnite,
Maruta Pranka).

With the restoration of Latvia’s independence, Professor Vieda Skultane, the head of
our research group, also experienced a significant turn in her life. She had established her
academic career in the United Kingdom and gained international recognition as a professor at
the University of Bristol. But after the collapse of the Iron Curtain, she was finally able to return
to and work in her and her parents’ native land. Since the 1990s, she has been able to conduct
a number of studies in her native country, and since 2013 she has been a leading researcher at
the Institute of Philosophy and Sociology of the University of Latvia.

The Latvian National Oral History collection and the more than 4500 life stories it
contains cover an even broader range of generations. Today, the stories of all of these people
freely meet and interconnect, and their memories travel between generations and countries.

The “Narrative perspectives on intergenerational transmission of memory” project,
which is carried out by the Institute of Philosophy and Sociology of the University of Latvia
(2018-2021), is dedicated to the study of generational life stories. At the conference, we hope
to share the findings of our research and promote discussion with researchers from abroad
who have also focused on studying social and memory processes. We wish to reveal the mutual



influence in the narrative perspective of the three concepts mentioned in the conference title:
generation, memory and migration.

At the close of the conference, we will present an overview of the cooperation between
Baltic and Nordic researchers in the Nordplus project, which over the course of three years
provided an opportunity to assess the transfer of memory between generations due to
migration. The “From past to present: Migration and integration through the life stories
network” project provided an opportunity to interview various generations of immigrants from
the Baltic states to Norway and Sweden and also to share researchers’ experience and present
the project’s findings to the public.

Edmunds Sapulis, Institute of Philosophy and Sociology, University of Latvia (Latvia)



PRIEKSVARDS

Zinatnieku grupas, lidzigi ka gimenés, parasti satiekas vairakas paaudzes. Tacu vecums
vai dzimSanas gads pats par sevi nav noteicoSais ne pétnieka, nedz ari paaudzes identitatei.
Nozime ir pieredzei un veésturiskajam kontekstam, kura veidojas dotas paaudzes parstavji.
Nacionalas mutvardu véstures (NMV) centra izveidoSanos par patstavigu pétijuma virzienu
sekméja filozofs, etikas profesors Augusts Milts (1928—2008). Vins parstavéja to paaudzi, kas
dzimusi vél neatkarigas republikas laika, bet jauniba pagaja Otra pasaules kara un sovjetizacijas
apstak|os.

2020. gada mutvardu véstures pétnieku grupas kodola ir devini darbinieki, kuri parstav
tris paaudzes. Divas no tam akadémisko darbibu saka péc Latvijas neatkaribas atjaunoSanas —
jau liberalizétas, starptautiskajai apritei atvértas augstakas izglitibas un zinatnes apstak|os.
Jaunakas paaudzes parstavji pieredzéja Atmodu, bet bija par jauniem, lai pasi taja piedalitos. St
paaudze uzauga jau neatkariga Latvija, kuru gan aizénoja smagais 1990. gadu posms (Maija
pédéja padomju paaudze, kas vél saskaras ar socialisma realijam un jauniba jeb plastiskajos,
socializacijai tik nozimigajos gados, piedzivoja gan nacionalo pacélumu, gan ekonomisko
sabrukumu (Ginta Elksne, Kaspars Zellis, Agita Lise, Edmunds Stpulis). Péc Rietumos pienemta
dalljuma ta pazistama ka X paaudze. NMV pamata veidotaji un ilgstosakie darbinieki pieder pie
pirmas padomju jeb pécstalinisma paaudzes, kam nacas dzivot “Cukstétaju sabiedriba”,
atrodoties padomju propagandas vara, tacu zinama sociala aizsardziba. Vini ir pieredzéjusi divas
politiskas sistemas, un vinu biografiskas trajektorijas piedzivoja krasu pagriezienu (Mara Zirnite,
Maruta Pranka).

Latvijas neatkaribai atjaunojoties, jitamu pagriezienu piedzivoja ari NMV pétnieku
grupas vaditaja profesore Vieda Skultane. Profesores gimene, bégot no padomju varas, bija
spiesti doties trimda, un pati vina akademisko karjeru izveidoja Lielbritanija, starptautisku
atpazistamibu ieglstot ka Bristoles universitates profesore. Kops 1990. gadiem zinatniece

varéjusi veikt virkni pétijumu ari sava dzimtené, bet kops 2013. gada ir vadosa pétniece LU
Filozofijas un sociologijas instittta.

NMV krajums kopuma ar vairak neka 4500 dzivesstastiem aptver vél plasaku paaudzu
skatfjumu. Sodien visu %o cilvéku stasti brivi sastopas, saistas un atminas celo starp paaudzém
un valstim.

PaaudZu dzivesstastu pétiSanai veltits projekts ,Atminu parnese starp paaudzém:
narativa perspektiva” (LZP projekts Nr. 1zp-2018/1-0458), kas tiek realizéts Latvijas
Universitates Filozofijas un sociologijas institita (2018-2021). Konferencé ceram dalities
pétijuma gutajas atzinas un veicinat diskusiju ar arvalstu zinatniekiem, kuri ari pieversusies
socialo un atminas procesu izpétei. Konference vélamies atklat nosaukuma minéto tris jédzienu
— paaudze, atmina un migracija — savstarpéjo ietekmi narativa perspektiva.

Konferences nosleguma tiks sniegts parskats par Baltijas un Ziemelvalstu pétnieku
sadarbibu Nordplus projekta, kas tris gadu gaita deva iesp€ju novertét atminu parnesi starp
paaudzém migracijas iespaida. Projekts “No pagatnes uz tagadni: Migracija un integracija
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dzivesstastu pétnieku sadarbibas tikla” deva iespéju Norvégija un Zviedrija intervet dazadu
paaudZu iecelotajus no Baltijas valstim, ka ari dalities pétnieku pieredze un sniegt gitas atzinas
pieauguso izglitosana.

Edmunds Sapulis, Filozofijas un sociologijas institdts, Latvijas Universitate



Programme
12.11.2020.

12.00 Opening words

Prof. Maija Kule (director, Institute of Philosophy and Sociology, University of Latvia)

Prof. Vieda Skultane (project leader, Institute of Philosophy and Sociology, University of Latvia)

1. session (12.30, chair Maruta Pranka) Generational communication as a source for

cultural memory

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

Edmunds Sopulis (University of Latvia) Voices of generations: the transfer of memories
in the Baltics States

leva Garda, Mara Zirnite (University of Latvia) Insights into the intergenerational
transmission of memories in Latvian Oral History Archive

Ludmila Artamoshkina (Saint-Petersburg State University, Russian Federation)
Biographical writing: from generational memory to cultural memory

Lavinia Besliv (Babes-Bolyai University, Romania) “My roots are old”: generational
identity and the transmission of memory in evangelical communities in northeast
Romania

Emilia Sieczka (Polish Academy of Sciences, Poland) Genealogy of the Polish middle
class in socialist Poland: discursive denial, life trajectories and memory politics

Keynote lecture (14.00) Prof. Molly Andrews (University of East London, UK) 'l am a child of
my time’: the (in)conceivability of a country that is no longer

2.session (15.00, chair Agita Lise) Migration and generational narratives in diaspora

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

Baiba Bela (University of Latvia) Migration and the experience of return in interviews with
returning migrants in IR magazine

Maija Kromina, Maruta Pranka (University of Latvia) Place identity in the life stories of
members of the Latvian diaspora

Sigita Kraniauskiené (Klaipéda University Lithuania) One generation in the same region:
three ethnicities and different stories of migration

Leena Kurvet-Kdosaar (University of Tartu, Estonia) “My memory is like a big house”: the
transgenerational transmission of memory among Estonians in the diaspora

Maija Runcis (University of Stockholm, Sweden) Second-generation migrants - life
experiences and historical consciousness
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13.11.2020.

Keynote lecture (11.00) Vieda Skultane (University of Latvia) The passage of experience and
memory across generations

3.session (12.00, chair Edmunds Sopulis) The generational transfer of narratives

(1)
(2)

(3)
(4)
(5)

Karol Morawski (The Karkonosze State University, Poland) History, memory, ideology
Kaspars Zellis (University of Latvia) Controversial memories in the life stories of the Soviet
generation

Martin Nomm (University of Tartu, Estonia) Generational pressures of identity and
belonging in the autobiographical works of Agate Nesaule and Elin Toona

Tilu Jaago (University of Tartu, Estonia), Kirsi Laurén (University of Eastern Finland, Finland)
Analysing traumatic memories

Vidmantas Vysniauskas (Vytautas Magnus University, Lithuania) Impacts of
globalisation and the intergenerational transmission of memory in Lithuania’s
Salcininkai region

4. session (14.00, chair Kirsi Laurén) Generational memory in communities and family

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

Violeta Kotseva (Sofia University, Bulgaria) Donations and collective transfers by
migrants from small settlements

Agita Luse (University of Latvia) Remembering care and caring for memories: adoptees’
sources of self

Anni Reuter (University of Helsinki, Finland) The family as the carrier of memories of Soviet
exile and terror - deported and diasporic Ingrian Finnish families

Laima Zilinskiené (University of Vilnius, Lithuania) Communicative family memory: the
case of Lithuania

Ginta Elksne, llze Koroleva (University of Latvia) Intergenerational relations and
migration in families among Latvian emigrant communities

Closing session (16.00) Overview of the cooperation between Baltic and Nordic
researchers in the Nordplus project “From past to present: migration and integration through
the life stories network” (Mara Zirnite, Maruta Pranka)
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Programma

12.11.2020.

12.00 KONFERENCES ATKLASANA UN UZRUNAS

Prof. Maija Kule (Filozofijas un sociologijas institOta direktore, Latvijas Universitate)

Prof. Vieda Skultane (Filozofijas un sociologijas institOta projekta vaditdja, Latvijas
Universitate)

1. sekcija (12.30, vada Maruta Pranka) Paaudzu komunikacija kultGras atminai

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

Edmunds Supulis (Latvijas Universitate) Paaudzu balsis: atminu parnese Baltijas
valstis

leva Garda, Mara Zirnite (Latvijas Universitate) Atminu parneses ieskicéjumi
Nacionalas mutvardu véstures avotos

Ludmila Artamoskina (Sanktpéterburgas Valsts universitate, Krievijas
Federacija) Biografiska rakstisana: no paaudzu atminas lidz kultdras atminai
Lavinia Beslju (Babes-Boljai universitate, Rumanija) "Manas saknes ir senas™:
paaudiu identitate un atminas parnese evangéliskajés kopiends Rumanijas
zZiemelaustrumos

Emilia Se¢ka(Polijas Zinatnu akadémija, Polija) Polijas vidussldna genealogija
socidlistiskaja Polija: diskursivs noliegums, dzives trajektorijas un atminas
politika

levadreferats (14.00) Molija Endrjusa (Austrumlondonas Universitate, Narafivu
péetjumu centrs) 'Es esmu sava laika bérns': spéja (ne)iedomaties valsti, kuras vairs

hav

2. sekcija (15.00, vada Agita Luse) Migracija un paaudzes narafivi diaspord

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

Baiba Bela (Latvijas Universitate) Migracijas un atgriesanas pieredzes
konstruésana intervijas ar remigrantiem zurnala IR

Maija Kromina, Maruta Pranka (Latvijas Universitate) Vietas identitate trimdas
latviesu dzivesstastos

Sigita Kraniauskiene (Klaipédas universitate, Lietuva) Viena paaudze regiona:
tris etniskas grupas un dazadie migraciju stasti

Lena Kurvet-Kaosara (Tartu universitate, Igaunija) “Mana atmina ir ka liela
maja”: starppaudzu atminas parnese igaunu diaspords

Maija Runcis (Stokholmas universitate, Zviedrija) Otras paaudzes migranti -
dzives pieredze un vésturiska apzina
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13.11.2020.

levadreferats Vieda Skultane (Latvijas UniversitGte) Pieredzes un atminas nodosana
starp paaudzém

3. sekcija (12.00, vada Edmunds Supulis) Naratfivu parneSana starp paaudzém

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

Karols Moravskis (Karkonozes Valsts universitate, Polija) Vésture, atmina,
ideologija

Kaspars Zellis (Latvijas Universitate) Pretruniga nostalgija padomju paaudzes
dzivesstastos

Martins Noms (Tartu universitate, Igaunija) Paaudzu spiediens uz identitati un
piederiba Agates Nesaules un Elinas Tonas autobiogréfiskajos darbos

Tiv Jago (Tartu universitate, Igaunija), Kirsi Laurena (Austrumsomijas
universitate, Somija) Traumatisko atminu analize

Vidmantas Visniauskas (Vytautas Magnus Universitate, Lietuva) Globalizacijas

ietekme un atminas parnese starp paaudzém Lietuvas Salcininku regiona

4. sekcija (14.00, vada Kirsi Laurena) Paaudz7u atmina kopiends un gimenés

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

Violeta Kotseva (Sofijas universitate, Bulgarija) Ziedojumi un kolektivie
parskaitijumi, ko veic migranti no mazam apmetném

Agita Luse (Latvijas Universitate) Atceroties rGpes un ropéjoties par atminam:
adopcija vzaugusu cilvéku patibas avoli

Anni Reitere (Helsinku universitate, Somija) Gimene kéa padomiju izsGfijuma un
terora atminu neséja - deportétas un diasporiskéas Ingru somu gimenes

Laima Zilinskiene (Vilnas universitate, Lietuva) Gimenes komunikativa atmina:
Lietuvas gadijums

Ginta Elksne, llze Koroleva (Latvijas Universitate) Gimenes starp robezam:
starppaaudzu attiecibas un migracija

Konferences noslégums (16.00) Parskats par Baltijas un Ziemelvalstu pétnieku
sadarbibu Nordplus projekta “No pagatnes vz tagadni: Migracija un integracija
dzivesstastu pétnieku sadarbibas tikla” (Mara Zirnite, Maruta Pranka)
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ABSTRACTS

‘I am a child of my time’: The (in)conceivability of a country that is no longer

Molly Andrews, PhD, Centre for Narrative Research, University of East London (UK)
m.andrews@uel.ac.uk

This paper examines the generational effect on experiences of national identity of a
small group of East German political activists, compared with that of their parents and their
children. What does it mean to speak of national identity in the context of a country that no
longer exists? Based on a longitudinal research project carried in former East Germany between
1992 and the present day with key political anti-state activists, | will examine how the demise
of the GDR in 1989 impacted on the shifting ways in which different generations within the
same family experienced their national identity, exploring why for some East Germans it
became easier to embrace an East German identity only after that country no longer existed.
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The Passage of Experience and Memory across Generations

Vieda Skultane, PhD, Institute of Philosophy and Sociology, University of Latvia (Latvia)
v.skultans@bristol.ac.uk

How is the experience of one generation passed on or transformed by later
generations? The work of psychologists has made it clear that memory is not simply a storage
system, but involves imagination in important ways. But the move from memory as passive
receptacle to memory as imaginative faculty has made it available to multiple uses and misuses.
We know that representations of the past change according to the needs of the present:
personal memory is unreliable, does not guarantee authenticity and is easily manipulated for
social and political ends. The malleability of memory is most in evidence in its passage across
generations.
| propose to draw upon two different intellectual domains in order to better understand the
vertical movement of memory and experience: namely, literary theory and psychoanalytical
thought.

The American literary theorist Harold Bloom proposed the term “the anxiety of influence” to
explore the ways in which writers both draw upon and fear the influence of earlier writers
(1973). Few want to be pale replicas of larger, stronger literary forbears. These same anxieties
can be seen shaping the transmission of memory across generations.

But, on the other hand, Nicolas Abraham and Maria Torok, two French — Hungarian
psychoanalysts argue for the encryptment of earlier family traumas resulting in what they
describe as a haunting (1994). The encryptment means that, whether we like it or not, the
experience has been passed on as an unwanted inheritance but is not available for conscious
reflection or meaning making.

Both theoretical approaches point to obstacles in the way of transmitting experience
across generations. But equally we are urged that, “Collective traumas have no geographical or
cultural limitation” and that they open up new possibilities of moral sensibility and universalism
(Alexander, 2004: 27). So how can we determine the nature and uses of transmitted memory?
Does it restrict or enlarge our concepts of human identity and experience? Or, can both take
place? Is compassion only possible in certain specified and favourable social circumstances as
a volume on the subject argues? (Berlant, 2004). Or is it a universally accessible human
attribute? Does the aestheticization of experience heal or can it harm and exploit as Struk
(2003) suggests? These are some of the questions | want to pose in a transgenerational
perspective even if | do not have all the answers.

Pieredzes un atminas nodoSana starp paaudzém

Vieda Skultane, PhD, Filozofijas un sociologijas institUts, Latvijas Universitate
v.skultans@bristol.ac.uk

Ka pieredze parcelo no paaudzes paaudzé un ka katra nakama paaudze to parveido?
Psihologu péetijumi apstiprinajusi, ka atmina nav tikai kratuve, bet bGtiski iesaista arT iztéli. Tacu
ST parmaina skatijumos — no atminas ka pasivas tvertnes uz atminu ka iztéles speju — paverusi
celu visdaZzadakajiem tas izmantojumiem, tai skaita — negodpratigiem. Ir zinams, ka pagatnes
atainojumi mainas saskana ar tagadnes vajadzibam: personiska atmina nav uzticama, ta
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negaranté autentiskumu, un to viegli var pakartot socialiem un politiskiem mérkiem. Atminu
piekapigumu visuzskatamak var noverot, kad tas parcelo no paaudzes paaudzé.

Es rosinu apsvért divas atskirigas intelektualas jomas, lai labak izprastu pieredzes un
atminas vertikalo kustibu: proti, literaro teoriju un psihoanalitisko domu. Amerikanu
literatlrteorétikis Harolds Blims lika priek$a terminu “ietekmes trauksme”, lai izdibinatu to, ka
rakstnieki vienlaikus gan balstas uz agraku rakstnieku ietekmi, gan ari baidas no tas (1973). Maz
irtadu, kas literatdra vélas bat lielaku, spécigaku priekstecu blavas kopijas. Var novérot, ka $ada
pat trauksme ievirza atminas parnesi starp paaudzem.

Cita rakursa Nikolass Abrahams (Abraham) un Marija Toroka (Torok), divi ungaru
izcelsmes francu psihoanalitiki, savukart argumenté, ka gimeneé agrak piedzivotas traumas tiek
aizsifrétas, un ta iznakumu vini apraksta ka vajasanu (1994). AizSifréjums nozimé: vai nu mums
tas patik vai né, pieredze ka negribéts mantojums tikusi parnesta talak, tacu nav pieejama, lai
par to apzinati reflektétu vai taja saskatitu jégu. Abas teorétiskas pieejas norada uz skérsliem
pieredzes parnesé starp paaudzem.

Tacu mums tiek arT atgadinats: “Kolektivam traumam nav ne geografisku, ne kultlras
robezu,” un tas paver mums jaunas iespéjas izkopt moralu jutigumu un universalismu
(Alexander, 2004: 27). Tad ka mums spriest par parnestas atminas iedabu un lietojumu? Vai ta
ierobezo vai paplasina mlsu nojégumus par cilvéka identitati un pieredzi? Vai varbit gan t3,
gan ta? Vai lidzcietiba ir iespéjama tikai Tpasos, labvéligos socialos apstaklos, ka argumenté
Berlanti gramata par subjektu (Berlant, 2004)? Vai ari ta ir universali sastopama cilvéku tpasiba?
Vai pieredzes estetizacija dziedé vai varbdt dara pari un ekspluaté, ka to apgalvo Struka (Struk,
2003)? LUk, dazi no jautajumiem, ko vélos izvirzit starppaaudzu perspektivé — pat ja visas
atbildes vél neesmu atradusi.
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Biographical writing: From generational memory to cultural memory

Ludmila Artamoshkina, PhD, Saint-Petersburg State University, Institute of Philosophy,
Department of Culturology (Russian Federation)
le.artspb@gmail.com

Personal and cultural memories permeate one another. Research into memory problems
suggests the need for a better understanding of how we preserve cultural memories when the
traditions that once sustained them are broken or have been eradicated. Both the rise of
totalitarian societies and their demise have exacerbated problems around upholding and
translating traditions in the cultural memory.

Individual experiences shape the formation of cultural memories. This, in turn, prompts
us to consider the role of personal memory in the creation of group memories and their
retention in the cultural memory. Contemporary culture clearly has materials for these
processes. These include various types of biographical texts: diaries, memoirs, notebooks, films
and autobiographical novels.

Contemporary culture is now also making the shift from witness-based memory
(collective memory) to cultural memory. Images are the storage site of this cultural memory.
That is why research into the origins of image recall has become more and more significant.
Diaries, memoirs, notebooks and autobiographical novels retain cultural images. Analysing
biographical writing can confirm our understandings of these processes and, at the same time,
inspire research into the links between autobiographical and generational memories and their
retention in cultural memory.
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Migration and the experience of return in interviews with returning migrants in /IR
magazine

Baiba Bela, PhD, Faculty of Social sciences, University of Latvia (Latvia)
baiba.bela-krumina@Iu.lv

Migration is often the focus of public discussion in Latvia, with emigration rates still
exceeding immigration rates and young people leaving most commonly. These trends, in turn,
amplify the social problems attached to low birth rates and an ageing population. The return
of migrants is seen as highly important for the country’s development and its future more
generally. Remigration is, thus, a key concern for the government, researchers and the media.

In this study, | highlight the portrayal of returning migrants’ experiences of emigration
and return in the thematic series “Back Home”, which ran in /R magazine in 2018 and 2019.
Although not based on classic life story research interviews, this series presented biographical
narratives to the public, including the reasons for migration, experiences gained, resulting
changes and accounts of return and reintegration. At the same time, the series sketched a
certain portrait of a generation; whose characters were young people mainly in their 30s and
40s who had chosen to return after several years abroad.

Although the construction of personal experience is at the core of my analysis, the
themes of “back home” facilitate reflection on continuities and changes in migration discourse
in Latvia, as described in the work of Dace Dzenovska (2012). The IR series invites the reader to
reflect on traditional ethical questions in discussions of leaving and relations and
responsibilities between the individual and the state. While the analysis of one magazine series
does not allow us to assess broader discursive changes in Latvia, it does identify the discourse
produced by this publication. It also encourages more exploration of current understandings of
mobility, personal growth and individual-state relations in Latvian society.

Migracijas un atgrieSanas pieredzes konstruésana intervijas ar remigrantiem zurnala IR

Baiba Bela, Socialo zinatnu fakultate, Latvijas Universitate
baiba.bela-krumina@Iu.lv

Migracija Latvija bieZi nok|Ust sabiedribas uzmanibas centra, emigracijas raditaji joprojam
parsniedz imigracijas raditajus, turklat visvairak aizbrauc tiesi jauni cilvéki, kas savukart
pastiprina zemas dzimstibas un sabiedribas novecosanas raditas socialas problémas.
AtgrieSanas migracija tiek uzlUkota ka |oti svariga Latvijas attistibas nakotnei un ari tautas
turpinamibai, tadé) remigracija ir gan valdibas, gan pétnieku, gan mediju uzmanibas loka.
Referata pieversisu uzmanibu tam, ka remigrantu migracijas un atgrieSanas pieredze tiek
konstruéta zZurnala IR tematiskaja rakstu sérija “Majup”, kas publicéta 2018. un 2019. gada
numuros. Kaut art zurnala publikacija nav klasiska dzivesstasta intervija pétijuma noldkiem, ta
ietver publiski paustu biografisku narativu, kas vésta par migracijas iemesliem, gito pieredszi,
migracijas izraisitajam parmainam, stastu par atgrieSanos un reintegraciju Latvija. Turklat
publikacijas konstrué noteiktas paaudzes portretu - rakstu varoni ir jauni cilvéki, galvenokart
vecuma starp 30 un 40 gadiem, kuri péc vairakiem arvalstis pavaditiem gadiem izdarijusi izveli
atgriezties.

Kaut ari referata centra ir personiskas pieredzes stasta konstruésanas analize, stastos minétas
témas lauj reflektét par noturibu un izmainam migracijas diskursa Latvija, atsaucoties uz Daces

18


mailto:baiba.bela-krumina@lu.lv

Dzenovskas (2012) pétijumu. Pétniece pievérsa uzmanibu étiskajai tradicijai diskursa par
aizbraukSanu, par cilvéka un valsts attiecibam un atbildibu. Kaut ari viena Zurnala rakstu sérijas
analize nelauj novértét plasakas diskursa izmainas sabiedriba, ta |oti labi lauj identificét Zurnala
veidoto diskursu un rosinat diskusiju par to, ka més ka sabiedriba Sobrid skatamies uz mobilitati

un personisko izaugsmi, cilvéka un valsts attiecibam.
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“My roots are old”. Generational identity and the transmission of memory in evangelical
communities in northeast Romania

Lavinia Besliu, Babes-Bolyai University, Faculty of History and Philosophy (Romania)
besliu.lavinia2015@gmail.com

Romania is known as a largely Orthodox Christian country. And the area of Moldavia,
particularly the city of lasi, is considered to be the national centre of Orthodox Christianity.
Evangelical (i.e. Baptist, Brethren and Pentecostal) communities have existed in this region for
around 100 years. During the interwar period and communist regime, these groups endured
cultural and political repression and had to embrace their status as marginal communities.

This present study is part of my current PhD research, which focuses on these
communities’” memories of communism and the transition periods. To this end, | have
conducted more than 50 interviews with community members in north-east Romania. Held at
both urban and rural sites, these interviews are based on life stories.

In this study, | draw on interviews carried out with members of the second generation of
these communities. Some of the interviewees are now deceased while others are in their
eighties or nineties. In the course of my research, | observed the important role of this
generation in the history of these communities. Their parents were community founders at a
time of repression. The second generation has faced three changes of political systems in
Romania: from the monarchy to the communist dictatorship to the transition to democracy.

This study attempts to analyse and describe (1) how the second generation is passing on
narratives about community origins and (2) the role of this second generation in shaping
community identity.
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Intergenerational relations and migration in families among Latvian emigrant
communities

Ginta Elksne, Institute of Philosophy and Sociology, University of Latvia (Latvia)
ginta.elksne@Iu.lv

llze Koroleva, PhD, Institute of Philosophy and Sociology, University of Latvia (Latvia)
ilze.koroleva@|u.lv

Considering the small size of Latvia’s population, the significant drop in numbers driven
by emigration over the last decade has posed a serious challenge. Latvia, which barely has two
million residents, is one of the typical ‘sending countries’ in Europe. Since 2000, some 10% of
the population has emigrated.

This study focuses on the intergenerational ties between Latvian migrants and the
family members they leave behind. The family unit is not just a source of economic and
emotional support; it is a foundation that allows us to maintain language, values and cultural
traditions. According to life story interviews with Latvian expatriates and their relatives at home
as well as qualitative research data, the relationships between family members play an
important role in maintaining family ties, preserving language and traditions and upholding
links with the homeland.

Our analysis draws on life story interviews collected in the Latvian National Oral History
Archive as part of the Latvian Council of Science (LCS)-funded project “Narrative Perspectives
on Intergenerational Transmission of Memory”. We also apply quantitative data derived from
a large-scale web-based survey of Latvian emigrants (n=14 068, European Social Fund project
“Latvian Emigrant Communities”, 2014) and the second phase of a longitudinal survey in the
LCS project “Exploring Well-being and Social Integration in the Context of Liquid Migration”.

Gimenes starp robezam: starppaaudzu attiecibas un migracija

Ginta Elksne, Filozofijas un sociologijas institlts, Latvijas Universitate
llze Koroleva, Filozofijas un sociologijas institUts, Latvijas Universitate

Latvijas iedzivotaju skaits nesasniedz divu miljonu atzimi, un emigracijas izraisitais ievérojamais
iedzivotaju skaita samazinajums pédeéjas desmitgades laika ir radijis nopietnus satraukumu.
Latvija ir viena no tipiskakajam nosatitajvalstim Eiropa, un kop$ 2000. gada apméram 10% tas
iedzivotaju ir emigréjusi.

Referata galvena uzmaniba pievérsta tam, kada ir paaudzu saikne starp emigréjusajiem un vinu
gimenes locekliem, kas palikusi Latvija. Gimene ir ne tikai ekonomisks resurss vai emocionals
atbalsts. Gimene ir viens no pamatiem, kas lauj talak nest valodu, vértibas, kultlras tradicijas.
Ka liecina dzivesstastu intervijas ar emigrantiem un kvalitativo pétijumu dati, attiecibam
gimenes loceklu starpa ir liela nozime gan saiknes saglabasana ar gimeni, gan gimenes

vienotibas uzturésana, valodas un tradiciju uzturésana, gan saikné ar dzimto zemi.

Analizes pamata izmantotas dzivesstastu intervijas no Nacionala mutvardu véstures krajuma,
gan kvantitativi dati, kas ieglti no plasa méroga emigrantu interneta aptaujam (Eiropas Sociala
fonda atbalstits projekts “Latvijas emigrantu kopienas” (2014) un LZP grants “Labklajibas un
socialas integracijas izpéte likvidas migracijas konteksta: longitudinala pieeja”.
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Insights into the intergenerational transmission of memories in Latvian Oral History
Archive sources

leva Garda, PhD, Institute of Philosophy and Sociology, University of Latvia (Latvia)
ieva.garda@gmail.com

Mara Zirnite, Institute of Philosophy and Sociology, University of Latvia (Latvia)
mara.zirnite@gmail.com

Remembering is a both a deeply personal and social process that is connected to an
impulses and individual’s capacities to verbalise and create texts. The story of one’s life is
enmeshed in and structured by one’s language, consciousness and memory as well as one’s
cultural traditions and models of communication.

Unlike an official world history, the flow of a narrator’s memories immerses us in their
subjective feelings, perceptions and experiences. When subjective accounts of experience
resonate with the listener’s own perceptions, the transfer of knowledge takes on emotional
weight. Oral history has the dynamism of tradition, as described in contemporary theories of
folkloristics, a field that explores people’s local, noncanonical, vernacular expressions. The link
with folklore reveals itself in the diversity of the messages in orally conveyed memories. Over
the generations, a family’s historical experiences might take on the form of a folklore genre
such as myth or legend.

Individual lines of transferred memories in the Latvian Oral History Archive show how the
memories of past generations take on meaning in descendants’ stories about their own lives,
and how individual motifs pass between generations of the same family. They also reveal the
horizontal movement of specific memory stories between members of the same generation
dispersed geographically.

Atminu parneses ieskicéjumi Nacionalas mutvardu véstures avotos

leva Garda, PhD, Filozofijas un sociologijas institlts, Latvijas Universitate
ieva.garda@gmail.com

Mara Zirnite, Filozofijas un sociologijas institlts, Latvijas Universitate
mara.zirnite@gmail.com

Atminésanas ir dzili individuals un ari sabiedrisks process, kas saistits ar impulsiem, atminu
izraisitajiem un spéju atminas verbalizét — sniegt teksta. Stasta par savu dzivi savstarpéji
saistitas un viena otru strukturé — valoda, kada stasts tiek stastits; apzina un atmina; kultdras
tradicija un komunikacijas mode]i.

Pretéji abstrahétajai, visparinatai pasaules ainai atminu plisma iesaista autora subjektivaja
izjatu, uztveres, pardzivojuma pasaulé. Ja pieredzes subjektivais sniegums rezoné otra cilveka
subjektivaja uztvere, zinasanu parnese ieglst emocionalu nostiprinajumu. Mutvardu vésturei
piemit musdienu folkloristikas teorijas aprakstitais dinamiskais tradicijas raksturs, kas ieskatas
cilveka lokalas, nekanoniskajas, iedzimtajas izpausmeés. Saikne ar folkloru izpauZas atminu
mutvardu vestijumu daudzveidiba. Nereti paaudZu mijas gaita dzimtas vesturiskie piedzivojumi
iegust folkloras Zanru — legendu, nostastu izteiksmes formu.

Atseviskas atminu parneses linijas, kuram var sekot Nacionalas mutvardu véstures krajuma
avotos, atklaj gan, ka iepriek$éjo paaudzu atmina ieglst nozimi péctecu stastos par savu dzivi,
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gan ka atseviski pieredzes motivi celo starp vienas dzimtas vairakam paaudzém, gan ari, ka
noteikti atminu siZeti parvietojas horizontala plakné — starp telpa izkliedétiem vienas paaudzes
dzimtas locekliem.
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Analysing traumatic memories

Tiiu Jaago, PhD, Folklore Studies, University of Tartu (Estonia)
tiiu.jaago@ut.ee

Kirsi Laurén, PhD, Folklore Studies, University of Eastern Finland (Finland)
kirsi.lauren@uef fi

This presentation focuses on methodological issues related to the analysis of narratives
and recollections of traumatic experiences. It explores two perspectives on trauma:

1) Traumatic experiences from a narrator’s point of view. The purpose of this inquiry is to
find culturally determined language around trauma. This raises a number of questions: How do
narrators connect dramatic events with traumatic experiences in their recollections? And what
istrauma language like? To investigate, we compare the recollections of eyewitnesses and their
descendantsin both thematic oral history interviews and written life stories. We are particularly
interested in how researchers can define traumatic experiences in situations where narrators
themselves do not use the word “trauma” or apply concepts from trauma theory (e.g.
perpetrator and victim, apology and forgiveness).

2) The links between individual traumatic experiences and trauma theory. As trauma
theory relates directly to contemporary values and attitudes to the past, it also gives us cause
to ask about the relationship between individual trauma and collective memory (cultural
trauma). How do people connect past events, individual experiences and collective memory?
How can concepts from trauma theory help us to interpret personal narratives based on real
events?

The empirical research material includes interviews conducted in Finland in 2017 that
focused on memories of the Soviet partisan attacks on Finnish civilian targets between 1941
and 1944, Written accounts are drawn from the manuscript collection of Estonian Life Stories
(EKLA 350). The general theme of these accounts is World War Il and the Soviet occupation of
Estonia. These accounts were written in the early 2000s.
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Donations and collective transfers by migrants from small settlements

Violeta Kotseva, PhD, Sofia University, Faculty of History, Department of Ethnology (Bulgaria)
vkoceva@gmail.com

This study focuses generally on the processes that have been taking place in small
settlements in mountain areas as a result of intensive migration over the last 30 years after the
political transition from communist to democratic systems in Bulgaria. Specifically, | analyse
how migrants are organising donations and collective transfers to benefit the public in their
place of origin.

My main discussion questions examine the value of these donations and collective
transfers for the two groups: migrants and the people who choose to stay in these villages. The
research raised many further questions: Could these actions represent a new kind of life
strategy that seeks in the long term to ensure migrants a possible return to their place of origin?
Do public service donations aim to dissipate the emotional tension generated by nostalgia? Is
the goal to create a sense of shared community with the native place?

This work follows the principles of a classic case study as it focuses on the processes
affecting single southern Bulgarian village, Davidkovo. The population of this village has shrunk
dramatically due to intensive migration both to bigger towns in the country and to central and
western Europe.

This study has been conducted using ethnographic study methods. Over the last two
years, | have made several field expeditions of different durations. Over the last eight years, |
have also conducted field surveys outside the village and throughout the entire Central
Rhodope mountain region with multiple returns to the ethnographic field.
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One generation in the same region: Three ethnicities and different stories of migration

Sigita Kraniauskiené, PhD, Centre for Studies of Social Change, Klaipéda University (Lithuania)
sigita.kraniauskiene@gmail.com

The Klaipéda region or Memel Territory is a south-west border region of Lithuania with a
complicated political and cultural history. World War Il completely changed the population of
the region. In the autumn of 1944, the vast majority of the local community fled to the West,
depopulating the area. Shortly after early 1945 when the Soviet military and authorities
established themselves in the region, they began colonising the area with new settlers. Three
groups of migrants came to the Klaipéda region after World War II. The first was a small number
of locals returning home. These individuals became an ethnic minority in the new post-war
society. They may be considered immigrants since although they were returning home they
came back to a different country where they would need to assimilate. The second group
comprised the many migrants who came to the region from Soviet-occupied Lithuania and the
third one involved the numerous migrants from other Soviet republics, mostly Russia and
Belarus. These two groups formed the majority of the new post-war society.

| present three very different stories of migration and life told by representatives of the
same generation, as collected in the research project “Klaipéda Region 1945-1960: The
Formation of a New Society and Its Reflections in Family Stories”. All three subjects were born
at the end of the 1930s and they each spent their childhood in different places, but World War
[l and post-war migration brought them all to the Klaipéda region. The first interviewee is
Marta, who was born into a German family in the Klaipéda region. The second is Tatiana, who
came from a Russian-Polish family in Belarus. The final interviewee is Stasys, who was born in
Lithuania. His parents were Lithuanian. All three stories reveal typical post-war migration and
life-course patterns which are strongly related to master narratives of particular ethnic
communities.
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Place identity in the life stories of members of the Latvian diaspora

Maija Kriimina, Institute of Philosophy and Sociology, University of Latvia (Latvia)
krumina.maija@gmail.com

Maruta Pranka, PhD, Institute of Philosophy and Sociology, University of Latvia (Latvia)
pranka@latnet.lv

Place and identity are closely bound up with one another. The two concepts are co-
produced as we come to identify with the environment that we live in, and we shape and are,
in turn, shaped by that environment. We also carry memories of spaces and places that have
formed us. Exploring the ties between place and identity can deepen our understanding of
identity formation and the role of place in social and individual development. Place-identity
bonds can affect social forms, cultural practices and political actions. This is seen in the efforts
of exiled populations to establish roots in their new homes.

Place identity is an aspect of individual self-identity and consists of the knowledge and
feelings developed through everyday experiences of physical and social space. This is also part
of social identity. Both these concepts can help us understand where and why people feel at
home as well as why displacement — whether forced or voluntary — may be traumatic for
individuals and groups.

The study focuses on meanings and experiences of place identity in the life stories of
first- and second-generation Latvian exiles (i.e. individuals who left the country during World
War Il and their descendants). These stories show that the notion of place identity raises two
distinct questions: “Where do | come from?” and “Where do | belong?” It is also worth asking
how the answers to these questions differ across the generations.

The presentation draws on 1) life stories collected in the Latvian Oral History Archive and
2) two research projects “Narrative Perspectives on the Intergenerational Transmission of
Memory” funded by the Latvian Council of Science and “From Past to Present: Migration and
Integration through the Life Story Network” funded by Nordplus.

Vietas identitate trimdas latvieSu dzivesstastos

Maija Krimina, Filozofijas un sociologijas instittts, Latvijas Universitate
krumina.maija@gmail.com

Maruta Pranka, PhD, Filozofijas un sociologijas institlts, Latvijas Universitate
pranka@latnet.lv

Jédziens “vietas identitate” ir individa paSidentitates sastavdala; to veido zinasanas un sajitas,
kas rodas ikdienas pieredzé gan fiziskaja, gan socialaja telpa (Proshansky, Fabian & Kaminoff,
1983). Vietas identitate ir socialas identitates sastavdala. Abi Sie jédzieni palidz mums saprast,
kur un kapeéc cilvéki jatas ka majas, ka ari to, kapéc parvietosanas — piespiedu vai brivpratiga —
var but traumatiska.

Vieta un identitates izjdta ir savstarpéeji ciesi saistitas. Tas veidojas, cilvékiem identificéjoties ar
savu dzivesvietu, iekartojot So vietu un iespaidojoties no tas. Vietas un identitates attiecibu
izpéte padzilina musu izpratni par vietas lomu individa sevis apzinasanas procesa. Saiknes starp
vietu un identitati var ietekmet socialas struktlras, kultras prakses un politiskas darbibas. To
iespeéjams saskatit trimda esoso cilveku centienos iedzivoties jaunajas mitnes zemes.
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Referata galvena uzmaniba tiek pievérsta vietas identitates izjltai un pieredzei pirmas un otras
paaudzes trimdas latviesu (tie, kas bija spiesti pamest Latviju Otra pasaules kara laika, un vinu
pécnacéju) dzivesstastos. Tie parada, ka jautajums par vietas identitati var bat diferencéts: “No
kurienes es naku?” un “Kur es esmu piederigs?”. Bet vai atbildes uz Siem jautajumiem atskiras
starp paaudzém?

Petljuma pamata ir Latvijas Nacionalas mutvardu véstures krajuma dzivesstasti.

Referats sagatavots LZP granta “Atminu parnese starp paaudzém: narativa perspektiva” (Nr.
lzp-2018/1-0458) un Nordplus projekta “No pagatnes lidz mUsdienam: migracija un integracija
dzivesstastu sadarbibas t1kla” ietvaros.
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“My memory is like a big house”: The transgenerational transmission of memory among
Estonians in the diaspora

Leena Kurvet-Kdosaar, PhD, Estonian Literary Museum and The University of Tartu (Estonia)
leena.kurvet-kaosaar@ut.ee

In this presentation, | focus on the oral history interviews and life narratives of second-
and third-generation Estonians who were born and grew up in Canada, the US or Sweden. |
analyse processes of constructing subjectivity in relation to Estonia as a place of origin, a locus
of identity and a site of (be)longing. The sources for the study include a) interviews conducted
with second- and third-generation Estonians in Canada, the US and Australia by students of
Merle Karusoo at Kotkajarve metsatlikool (summer university) in the summer of 2000 and
published in the life story anthology Rédndlindude pesad (Nests of Migratory Birds, ed. Tiina Ann
Kirss) in 2006 and b) the life stories of second- and third-generation Estonians contained in the
life story collection in the Cultural History Archive of the Estonian Literary Museum.

Engaging with the concept of postmemory as elaborated by Marianne Hirsch (2008) and
Eva Hoffmann (2004), the presentation discusses the possibilities and limits of applying this
framework to Estonian life histories, particularly given its essential connection with trauma as
an idea developed in relation to the Holocaust. | focus on how “received memory” shapes the
self-conceptions of second and third-generation Estonians in the diaspora and the situations
and contexts in which such memory manifests. | also observe its implication in life histories
where it influences, for example, educational and professional life choices and modes of
socialisation, including romantic relationships and the intimate bonds between family
members. Special attention is paid to how the interviewees and authors of life narratives (re-
Jengage with the escape journeys of their parents and grandparents to the West and the
perceived role of this escape in the narrators’ own self-conception.
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Remembering care and caring for memories: adoptees’ sources of self

Agita Ldse, PhD, Institute of Philosophy and Sociology, University of Latvia (Latvia)
agitaluse@gmail.com

The intention of this paper is to explore how growing up in an adoptive or foster family
shapes the experience of intergenerational memory transmission. This work builds on
anthropological approaches to familial and intergenerational memory, in particular, those
developed by Lambek and Antze (1996), Carsten (2008) and Lambek (2008; 2014). Three basic
propositions guide this exploration. First, caring is understood as a fundamental form of
remembering, characteristic of an ethos of kinship (Lambek 2008). Second, remembering is
seen as a moral and intersubjective practice that oscillates between the stream of embodied
experience and objectified narrative (Lambek 2008). Third, human action is considered as a
kind of interpretation of one’s predecessors’ lives (Lambek 2014).

This paper argues that since more often than not, adoptees have few sources from which
to draw to build their personal identity, they make special efforts to integrate into their life
stories fragmented family memories and scant knowledge of their origins both as biological and
social beings. These efforts may take various forms. Drawing on five life-story interviews (two
from the National Oral History Archive and three that | conducted), | show that these subjects
have developed opinions, pursued interests and made crucial decisions based on their
interpretation of the lives of their parents and carers. Where adoptees are aware of past acts
of care, their practices inspired by these acts may extend a caring attitude across the
generations. At the same time, the embodied experience of early abandonment may feed
anxiety about interpersonal relationships into adult life. In sharing their recollections, these
storytellers convey the fragile balance between feelings of anxiety and care.

Atceroties riipes un rupéjoties par atminam: adopcija uzaugusu cilvéku patibas avoti

Agita LUse, Rigas Stradina universitate; Filozofijas un sociologijas institats, Latvijas Universitate
agitaluse@gmail.com

Referata ieceréts izsekot tam, ka veidojas atminu parnese starp paaudzém, cilvékam uzaugot
audZu vaiadopcijas gimenés. Par teorétisko pamatu nemtas dazas antropologu izvirzitas pieejas
atminas procesiem gimeneés un starp paaudzém (Lambek & Antze 1996, Carsten 2008, Lambek
2008, Lambek 2014). Izpéte ka orientieri izmantotas tris galvenas premisas. Pirmkart, viena no
atceré$anas pamatformam ir rlpes, un tas ir raksturigas ari radniecibas étosam (Lambek 2008).
Otrkart, atcerésanos var interpretét ka moralu un intersubjektivu praksi, kas ta vai citadi tiek
istenota zona starp iemiesotas pieredzes plidumu un objektificetu stastijumu (turpat).
Treskart, augliga perspektiva paveras, kad cilveku ricibu uzlikojam ka priekStecu dzivju
interpretacijas formu (Lambek 2014).

Referata tiek pamatota téze: ta ka adopcija uzaugusSiem cilvékiem nereti pietrikst avotu
personiskas identitates izveidei, tad vini iegulda Tpasas pdles, lai fragmentaras atminas par
radiniekiem vai nepilnigas zinasanas par savu izcelsmi —— gan biologiska, gan sociala aspekta
— integrétu savos dzivesstastos. Sis plles var izpausties da?adi. Balstoties uz piecam
dzivesstastu intervijam (divam no Nacionala Mutvardu veéstures krajuma un trim pasas
veiktam), autore véer$ uzmanibu uz to, ka katrs no stastitajiem savu nostaju konkrétos
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jautajumos formuléjis, savas intereses izkopis un pie izSkirigiem |émumiem nonacis,
apsverdams savu vecaku vai to aizvietotaju dzives. Ciktal adopcija uzaugusi cilveki izjutusi kadas
personas izturésanos pret viniem ka rapes, tiktal prakses, ar kuram vini sadu izturésanos patur
atmina, paver iespéju nodot rlpes izsakosu attieksmi ari nakamai paaudzei. Pieredze par agrinu
aprapétaja zaudéjumu tomeér uztur vinu starppersoniskajas attiecibas trauksmes izjatu ari
pieauguso dzives laika. Parciladami savas atminas, stastitaji censas saglabat trauslo lidzsvaru
starp trauksmes izjatu un rapém.
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History, memory, ideology

Karol Morawski, The Karkonosze State University of Applied Sciences (Poland)
morawski22 @op.pl

After the pioneering considerations of Halbwachs’s On Collective Memory, inquiries into
the relationship between history and memory took off in the 1980s with two literary events:
Yosef Hayim Yerushalmi’s Zakhor: Jewish History and Jewish Memory (1982) and Pierre Nora's
“Between Memory and History”, an introduction to the anthology Les Lieux de mémoire (1984).
Each of these texts identified memory as a sacred or primitive form in opposition to modern
historical discourses. The paramount issues for Yerushalmi are the relationship of the Jewish
people to their own past (the Hebrew imperative zakhor! — “remember!”) and the role of the
historian in this relationship. For Nora, memory is an archaic mode of being that has been
eroded by rationalisation and the “acceleration of history”.

This conference paper discusses these positions in light of more general concerns about
the complex relationship between history, memory and ideology. The (largely political) dangers
concealed within discourses of history and memory will also be discussed, especially in the
context of so-called post-communist countries.
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Generational pressures of identity and belonging in the autobiographical works of Agate
Nesaule and Elin Toona

Martin N6mm, Estonian literature, University of Tartu (Estonia)
martinnemm@gmail.com

The works of authors Elin Toona (1937) and Agate Nesaule (1938) present the crucial

perspectives of first-generation post-WW!II Baltic diaspora. Toona and Nesaule are authors of
the same generation and have written from the perspective of the generation who only knew
homeland from their childhood or from the memory of their elders.
What becomes synonymous with this generation in exile is the word ‘pressure’: pressure to
keep traditions alive and adhere to national ideals. In this paper, | focus on these tensions over
being ‘Estonian’ and ‘Latvian’, as written in Toona’s Kalevikiila viimne tiitar (The Last Daughter
of Kalevikila) and Nesaule’s Lost Midsummers: A Novel of Exile and Friendship. | aim to pinpoint
similarities in these specific Estonian and Latvian experiences and examine how these may have
been shaped by memory of homeland and trauma of escape.

Autobiographical fiction can be a way to express ambivalent or negative experiences
within the diaspora, which may otherwise remain untold in the Baltic exiles’ grand narrative of
freedom and survival. My research aims to spotlight and compare these experiences
represented within the literature of the Baltic diasporas.
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The family as the carrier of memories of Soviet exile and terror - Deported and diasporic
Ingrian Finnish families

Anni Reuter, Finnish Literature Society, University of Helsinki (Finland)
anni.reuter@helsinki.fi

This paper explores the transformation of Ingrian Finnish families who were originally
from Ingria (an area near St. Petersburg) in the Soviet Union as a result of deportations, Stalinist
terror and clashes of ideologies and practice. As previous studies have shown, Soviet state
policies of persecution and stigmatisation of victims and their families had the effect of deleting
certain chapters from the Soviet era from Russian family histories. For the Ingrian Finns,
however, family histories were often an important source and carrier of memories of exile and
repression from one generation to another. | study one extended family with 35 members,
including four rural Ingrian Finnish families and two generations who were deported during the
1930s and 1940s because of their social status as “kulak” peasants and their ethnic background
as Finns living in the border area.

This research uses family archival materials such as letters and oral histories. In the wake
of deportations, imprisonments, escapes and relocation, members of the extended family lived
in the diasporas in Finland, the Kola Peninsula, Siberia, Central Asia, Sweden, Soviet Estonia and
Soviet Karelia. Nuclear families were broken up because of the imprisonment or death of all of
the fathers in the group. | uncover complex survival strategies within the family ranging from
escape to silence about the past to the embrace of education. The meaning of deportation and
exile has shifted and is different for the older and younger generations. Under totalitarianism,
families and family histories became a secret meeting place for the individual and collective
histories of Ingrian Finns.
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Second-generation migrants — Life experiences and historical consciousness
Maija Runcis, PhD, History department, University of Stockholm (Sweden)

Our understandings, uses and reproductions of history are important not only for the
discipline of history but for society as a whole. This study explores how the children of Baltic
migrants reproduce, manage and negotiate their parents’ lived experience. These experiences
interact with the children’s own stories of growing up in the second generation. This work
suggests different approaches that may help with the analysis of the historical consciousness
of second-generation migrants.

It is often said that we are our history. But which history belongs to us? Traditionally, the
answer to this question has referred to a specific community or nation.
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Genealogy of the Polish middle class in socialist Poland: Discursive denial,
life trajectories and memory politics

Emilia Sieczka, Institute of Philosophy and Sociology, Polish Academy of Sciences (Poland)
emilia.sieczka@ifispan.waw.pl

This paper argues that the genealogy of the Polish middle class should be traced to the
socialist period and not, as is now customary, to the political and economic transformation that
has been taking place since 1989. | show how intergenerational changes in the intermediate
social strata, which were reflected in a political shift between the “revolutionary’” and
“technocratic” phases of the regime (Bauman), brought about the implosion of the communist
system. Despite the initial and later deeply ingrained egalitarian ethos of socialist societies,
competition and meritocratic distinctions became increasingly appealing even in the absence
of a free market. This phenomenon may be explained by the gradual expansion of the middle
class.

By demonstrating how middle-class traits developed in the time of socialist
modernisation, | aim to present new perspectives for both historiographies and sociologies of
the period. There are three salient parts of this argument. The firstis a theoretical consideration
of parallel modernisation in the Western and Eastern blocs in the context of class formation.
The second is an analysis of biographical interviews with the children of white-collar workers
who advanced socially under socialism (and, thus, with individuals who inherited status in a
supposedly classless society). The third is a reflection on how the socialist genesis of the middle
class and the subsequent discursive denial of these roots have impacted memory politics since
1989. Although there is scholarly consensus that the socialist and capitalist paths of
modernisation were in many ways analogous, this convergence theory has never been tested
in relation to intergenerational changes as reflected in intersubjective experiences in the
population. My research aims to fill this gap and highlight the social continuities between
socialist and post-socialist Poland, which are generally left out of contemporary studies.
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Voices of generations: the transfer of memories in the Baltics States

Edmunds Sadpulis, Institute of Philosophy and Sociology, University of Latvia (Latvia)
edmunds.supulis@lu.lv

In the presentation | explore developments in generational memory studies across
Europe with focus to the neighbouring states of Latvia, Estonia and Lithuania. Scholars in each
country have their own way of defining generations and the way to make distinction between
generations. These definitions reflect the social and historical circumstances that gave rise to
generational identities. There are different bases for these identities, and collective memory is
among them. | focus on generational studies that highlight biographical narratives along with
historical events and their place in national frameworks of remembrance. | then ask how
different researchers use the notion of generations in their studies.

This paper discusses the extent to which changes, ruptures and consolidations in
peoples’ stories depend on generational factors. At the same time, it questions whether the
definition of a generation reflects a society’s remembrance framework. The interdependence
of those frameworks and generational categories is clearest in cases such as the remembrance
of social traumas, dictatorships and the Holocaust. In the Baltic context, we may look for
common narratives around the Soviet legacy and its role in moulding particular generations.
There are still many disputed memories and unrecognised stories. Are there similarly
"canonical" and "silent" generations in our countries? | draw key insights from life history
research and memory studies in order to shed light on the generations and the transfer of their
narratives.

PaaudZu balsis: atminu parnese Baltijas valstis

Edmunds Sapulis, Filozofijas un sociologijas institits, Latvijas Universitate
edmunds.supulis@Iu.lv

Referata tiek apskatitas dazadu valstu pieejas un uzsvari paaudZu atminas izpété. Sabiedrisko
procesu aprakstiSanai caur paaudZu prizmu ir sava tradicija rietumu literatQra, un ir zinams
konsenss paaudzu izdahisana un klasifikacija. Atseviskas valstis tiek pamatots savs dalijjums,
atkariba no specifiskam véstures norisém, kas radijusas apstaklus atskirigam paaudzu
identitatém. Dalijums var atskirties arT dé| ta, kadu paaudzi veidojosu faktoru vai to kombinaciju
liek pamata (demografisko, tehnologisko, kultlras vai politisko). Viens no tadiem faktoriem, péc
kura izdala paaudzi, ir pieredzes kopiba un sociala atmina. Ir daudz pétijumu, kas fokuséjas uz
vesturisko pieredzi, biografiskiem narativiem un to cirkulaciju komunikativa atmina un
nacionalas atminas ietvaros. Cik daudz starp tiem ir tadu, kas atsaucas uz “pieredzu koptbu” un

izdara slédzienus par paaudzi ka faktoru kolektivaja atmina?

Analizéjot biografiskas un socialas atminas procesus, pétnieki saskata, ka, atkariba no cilvéku
uzkratas pieredzes aspektiem un dotas atminu kultdras, notiek narativu izmainas, parravumi,
konsolidacijas, ko var skaidrot ar paaudZu nomainu. Tacu, cik liela méra pasu paaudZu
formeésanas ir atkariga no “atminas socialajiem ramjiem”? Visizteiksmigak paaudZu un
“rameéjuma” abpuséja nosacitiba ir novérojama tados memorializacijas kontekstos, ka socialas
traumas (terors, genocids), péc-diktatlru (nacisms, frankoisms) un holokausta sabiedriska
piemina. Baltijas valstis kop€&ja atmina un lidzigi narativi ir saistiti ar diskursu par padomiju laiku.
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Tacu ne visas atminas ir vienlidz izplatitas un daZas reprezentacijas ir dominéjosas. Vai mums ir
[ldzigas t.s. “kanoniskas” vai “kluséjosas” paaudzes? Un kada ir $So paaudzu stastijumu
saglabasanas un nodoSanas tendences kolektiva atmina un personiskos stastos? Atminu
parnesi es pétu, izmantojot dzivesstastu intervijas un pétnieku atzinas par atminas struktaru
sabiedriba.
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Impacts of globalisation and the intergenerational transmission of memory in
Lithuania’s Sal&ininkai region

Vidmantas Vy3niauskas, Department of Sociology, Vytautas Magnus University (Lithuania)
vysniauskasvi@gmail.com

Jonathan Friedman (2003) claims that the sociocultural memory of a community often
manifests in the narratives that connect its experiences and create a coherent story about itself
andits surroundings (Friedman 1992). Such narratives have a significantimpact on local identity
in the multi-ethnic region of Sal¢ininkai in south-east Lithuania.

According to Aleida Assmann, our memories of the past are always shaped by our present
situation. Some aspects of the past are magnified while others are forgotten (Assmann
2011:19). Among the most important findings of my research are the “liquidity” and constant
revision of narratives and local identity. Two vastly different periods, the times of the Soviet
occupation and the Republic of Lithuania, influence the narratives of the locals of the Sal¢ininkai
region whom | interviewed. Under Soviet totalitarian rule, the sharing of personal memories
was partially suppressed. This radically altered the narratives of collective memory that were
passed down from the older to the younger generation.

After 1990, Soviet rule ended and Lithuania opened itself up to the world. Globalisation
began to affect how the inhabitants of the Sal&ininkai region shared their memories. Relations
with other countries such as Poland intensified. These states along with global institutions (for
example, the United Nations and the European Union) influenced how locals perceived
themselves and the situation in Lithuania. Memories of discrimination and harm were voiced,
narrated and sometimes even exploited for the political goal of receiving support from different
global institutions.

Based on my research to date (gathered during fieldwork in south-east Lithuania in the
summer of 2019), | present responses to some key questions: What kinds of narratives do locals
tell among themselves? How do they vary across different generations? How is globalisation
affecting the narratives of local people and their local identity?
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Communicative family memory: The case of Lithuania

Laima Zilinskiené, PhD, Faculty of Philosophy, University of Vilnius (Lithuania)
laima.zilinskiene@fsf.vu.lt

This paper aims to test the usefulness of the concept of “family memory” for the analysis
of memory’s role in preserving family unity. | examine how sharing memories can give family
members a sense of a shared identity. In reflecting on the importance of family memory for
research into the preservation of “familyhood”, | draw on Aleida and Jan Assmann’s concepts
of cultural and communicative memory (Assmann 2008:117). In this framework, cultural
memory denotes representations of the past and their role in setting up cultural forms and
practices. Communicative memory describes the sharing of important memories across the
generations in family networks through informal communication. | argue that in order to
understand how families convey meaningful information in practice, we need to study
“conversations at the table” (Keppler, 2001), narrators and themes.

The idiosyncrasy of family memory lies in its intergenerational perspective. When
memories are communicated, a process of memory (re)construction follows. This involves the
incorporation of the past into the repository of family memory.

The paper draws on the insights of two studies. The first of these, “The Last Soviet
Generation” project involved 80 biographical interviews and three focus groups between 2017
and 2019. This project examined how people born between 1970s and 1980s in Lithuania
remember the Soviet past in their biographical narratives. To this end, it explored generation-
specific memory strategies in response to collective frameworks such as the dominant official
discourse of post-Soviet cultural memory and family memory. This generation’s position in
social time makes for a productive combination of bright, nostalgic memories of childhood and
a critical perspective on the Soviet era. In the context of family memory, the younger
generation values the memories of their grandparents’ experiences without censoring any
negative assessments. My second key influence is a representative survey of Lithuanian
residents that was carried out in 2017. Empirical data highlight how different communication
channels — the family network and other initiatives—are used to share family memories and
which memory communication contexts predominate. The content of communicated
memories is analysed based on the historical context including traumatic experiences and
achievements of family members and kin as well changes in the family network and common
knowledge.
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Controversial memories in the life stories of the Soviet generation

Kaspars Zellis, PhD, Institute of Philosophy and Sociology, University of Latvia (Latvia)
kaspars.zellis@gmail.com

The Soviet era has affected several generations of Latvians and reflections on this time
are integral to the memories of individuals. The memories left behind by the generation who
lived through the Soviet occupation and subsequent terror mark an important dividing line
between life then and now. These memories also differ significantly from those of the younger
generation, who did not become acquainted with the Soviet regime until the post-Stalinist
years.

This study aims to analyse the life stories of individuals whose birth, education and work
occurred in the post-Stalinist period. In their memories, the Soviet period serves as an essential
yet unnamed aspect of their life course. In this generation’s life stories, references to
repression by the Soviet regime, collectivisation and the like take the form of memories
inherited from their parents which have been amplified by prevailing social metanarratives. At
the same time, there is a tendency to include and normalise this period in biographies. In this
paper, | analyse how the life stories of this generation aim to link their experiences with
metanarratives and normalise them.

Pretruniga nostalgija padomju paaudzes dzivesstastos

Kaspars Zellis, Filozofijas un sociologijas institats, Latvijas Universitate
kaspars.zellis@gmail.com

Padomju véstures periods ir skaris vairakas Latvijas paaudzes un refleksijas par $o laiku ir bUtiska
individa atminas sastavdala. Atminas, ko stasta paaudze, kam padomju okupacija un sekojosais
terors bija robezskirtne starp dzivi “toreiz un tagad”, batiski atSkiras no nakamas paaudzes
atminam kuras padomju reZima pieredze ieglta jau poststalinisma gados. Mérkis ir analizéet
dzivesstastus, ko stastijusi cilveki, kuru dzimsana, izglitoSanas un ari darba gaitas ir saistitas ar
padomju véstures periodu pécstalinisma laika. Atminu stastos padomju laiks paradas ka
bdtiska, tomér neartikuléta So cilvéku dzives ritéjuma sastavdala. Padomju reZima represijas,
kolektivizacija u.c. Sajos dzivesstastos paradas ka mantotas atminas no vecakiem, kuras
pastiprina ari sabiedriba valdosie metanarativi. Tomér taja pasa laika ir vérojama tendence $o
periodu arT normalizét un iek|aut savos dzives narativos. Referata analizésu to, ka $is paaudzes
dzivesstastos mégina savas pieredzes sasaistit ar metanarativiem un normalizéet.
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