Mg.sc.soc. Marite Savica

Latvijas Universitates Biblioteka/ Library

lzdevuma

"Description de I'Egypte”

originnéilgraviras
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n de 'Egypte” publication




Latvijas Universitates Bibliotékas krajuma glabajas
unikals, Napoleona dibinata Egiptologijas institata
izdotas originalgraviru kolekcijas ,Description de
I'Egypte, ou, Recueil de observations et des recherches
qui ont été faites en Egypte pendant l'éxpédition de
larmée francaise” (,Egiptes apraksts vai piezimju
kolekcija, kura veidota Egipté Francijas armijas
ekspedicijas laika”) otrais izdevums, kura ieklautas
929 graviras, tas izdots Parizé no 1821. lidz 1829.
gadam.

Vesturiski ilustrativo un makslinieciski vértigo
graviru kolekciju veidoja fran¢u zinatnieki
Napoleona Egiptes ekspedicijas laika no 1798. lidz
1801. gadam. Graviras ir vairak neka 150 slavenu
dazadu nozaru zinatnieku un pétnieku sadarbibas

rezultats, vini pavadija Napoleonu ekspedicija uz
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Egipti. Velak, palidzotaptuveni2000 maksliniekiem,
kartografiem, burtli¢iem, ka ari 400 gravieriem, tika
sagatavots originalgraviru izdevums. Lielformata
graviras redzamas piramidas, templi, skulptaras un
bareljefi, hieroglifu raksti, augi, dzivnieki, pilsétas
un to kartes.

Pirmo reizi izdevums ,Description de I'Egypte”
publicéts no 1809. lidz 1822. gadam 20 séjumos. 13
gadus dazadu nozaru specialisti pétija Egipti visos
aspektos, un ta radas teksta séjumi un graviras.
Sajos séjumos ietilpa 900 vara graviras, apméram
3000 ziméjumu par Egiptes vésturi, arhitektaru,
senlietam, geografiju, dabaszinatni, botaniku utt.
Otraja izdevuma, kuru no 1821. lidz 1829. gadam
izdeva apgads ,Charles Lois Fleury Panckoucke”,

ietilpa 26 teksta séjumi un 11 graviru séjumi.
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Antiquités. A.Vol. Il. Pl. 67. Tébas. Kapenes, manuskripts uz papirusa

Thebes. Crypt, manuscript on papyrus, 110,5x70,5 cm
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The University of Latvia’s Library Collection holds a
unique collection of original engravings which was
published in Paris from 1821 until 1829. Released
by the Egyptology Institute which was established
by Napoleon, the second edition of “Description
de I’Egypte, ou, Recueil de observations et des
recherches qui ont été faites en Egypte pendant
léxpédition de l'armée francaise” [Description of
Egypt or a Collection of Notes which were Created
During the Period of the French Army Expedition in
Egypt] includes 929 engravings.

The historically illustrative and artistically valuable
collection of engravings was created by French
scientists during Napoleon’s Egyptian expedition
from 1798 to 1801. The prints were the result
of cooperation between more than 150 famous
scientists and researchers from various fields, who
accompanied Napoleon on his expedition to Egypt.
The edition of original engravings was later prepared
with the assistance of approximately 2,000 artists,
cartographers, typesetters, as well as 400 engravers.
Pyramids, temples, sculptures and bas-reliefs,
hieroglyphic markings, plants, animals, cities and
maps can all be seen in the large format prints.

The “Description de 'Egypte” publication was first
published in 20 volumes from 1809 until 1822.
Specialists from a variety of fields explored all
aspects of Egypt over a 13 year period, which is how
the volumes of text and engravings came about.
These volumes contained 900 copper engravings
and approximately 3,000 drawings about Egyptian
history, architecture, artefacts, geography, natural
sciences, botany and so on.

The second edition which was released from 1821 to
1829 by Charles Lois Fleury Panckoucke, contained
26 volumes of text and 11 volumes of prints. Both

volumes of wonderfully illustrated and accurately

documented original prints are considered 19"
century masterpieces, and even today their relevance
and significance has not diminished.

The second edition of the “Description de 'Egypte”
original engravings, which is made up of a number

» o«

of volumes, such as, “,Antiquites”, “Etat Moderne”,
“Histoire Naturelle” and “Atlas geographique” can be
found in the collection of the University of Latvia’s
Library.

In researching the collection, the Library was unable
to find out who presented the abovementioned
collection to the Library or in which year the
collection ended up as the property of the Library.
The only preserved written evidence is from the
1950s. It can safely be asserted that the valuable
collection was already included in the U of L Library
collection at that time. The collection’s 929 large
format engravings provide important information
about Egyptian history over various periods, about
its cultural monuments and Napoleon’s military
campaign in Egypt. The Egyptian environment,
geography, history, art and architectural objects,
city maps and scenes, pyramids, temples, sculptures
and bas-reliefs, hieroglyphic markings, plants and
animals are all portrayed in the prints. For reasons
unknown, there are two copies of a number of prints
in the collection as a whole.

A variety of graphic techniques have been used in
the volume of original engravings: copper plates,
etching and lithographic techniques. Two of the
prints in the collection are polychrome, the rest —
monochrome, and all have been printed on ribbed
paper. The prints were prepared on plates of varying
sizes, so correspondingly they are of different sizes,
for example, 94 x 71.5 cm (“g.m.”- “grand-monde”
is the largest), 43 x 75 cm (“M”

eagle” — medium or “eagle” format) and 59.3 x42 cm

“« M«
- “moyen”, “format
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Abi briniskigi ilustrétie un dokumentali precizie
19.

gadsimta Sedevriem, to aktualitate un nozimiba nav

originalgraviru izdevumi uzskatami par
mazinajusies ari musdienas. Latvijas Universitates
Bibliotékas krajuma atrodas izdevuma ,,Description
de I'Egypte” originalgraviru otrais izdevums, kura
saturu veido dazadi séjumi, pieméram, , Antiquites”,
,Etat Moderne”, Naturelle”, ,Atlas

geographique”.

,Histoire

Petot kolekciju, nav izdevies noskaidrot, kas
ir minetas kolekcijas davinatajs un kura gada
minéta kolekcija ir nonakusi Bibliotékas ipa§uma.
Vienigas rakstiskas liecibas ir saglabajusas no
20.gs. 50. gadiem, kad vertiga kolekcija ir bijusi
ieklauta LU Bibliotékas krajuma. Kolekcijas 929
lielformata graviras sniedz nozimigu informaciju
par Egiptes vésturi dazados periodos, par kultiras
pieminekliem un Napoleona militaro akciju
Egipte. Graviras atteloti Egiptes dabas, geografijas,
vestures, makslas un arhitekturas objekti; pilsétu
kartes un ainas; piramidas, templi, skulptaras un
bareljefi, hieroglifu raksti, augi, dzivnieki. Kolekcija
nezinamu iemeslu dél vairakas graviras ir divos
eksemplaros.

Originalgraviru séjumu lapam lietotas dazadas
grafikas tehnikas: vara grebuma, oforta, litografijas
tehnika. Divas graviras kolekcija ir polihromas,
paréjas — monohromas, visas iespiestas uz verzé
papira. Graviras izgatavotas uz dazada izmeéra
platém, tapéc to izmeéri ir atskirigi, pieméram, 94
x 71,5 cm (g. m. - grand-monde, vislielakais); 43 x
75 cm (M - moyen, format eagle — vidéjs jeb ,érgla”
formats); 59,3 x 42 cm (O - ordinaire, format Jesus —
standarta izmeérs).

Pec LU Bibliotékas pasutijuma laika no 2005.
gada lidz 2009. gadam ir veikta visu 929 graviru

konservacija un restauracija. Pavisam tika
nodro$inata 22 graviru restauracija: 2005. gada
piecu graviru restauraciju veica Arzemju makslas
muzeja grafikas restauratores Aija Brivniece un Una
Kastanova, paréjos gados 17 graviru restauracijas
darbus paveica restauratore - meistare Arija
Ubarste, kura ari nodrosinaja pilnigi visu graviru

konservacijas darbietilpigo procesu.

Graviras ka Egiptes véstures un kultiras liecibas
Runajot par $So graviru nozimi no véstures
avotpétnieciska viedokla, butu jaatzimé vairaki
aspekti. Vispirms jauzsver, ka $i kolekcija atspogulo
nozimigu informaciju par Egiptes véstures dazadu
periodu un veidu kultiras pieminekliem. Pieméram,
Egiptes Senas valsts véstures attélojums redzams
384 graviras, Egiptes Jaunas valsts perioda vésture
pausta 134 graviras, bet 170 graviras sniedz ieskatu
Egiptes daudzveidigaja geografija.

Otrkart, graviras sniedz nozimigas zinas par
Napoleona militaro akciju Egiptée. Slaveno graviru
tapSanas apstakli un laiks saistits ar lieliem
vésturiskiem notikumiem, kas skarusi ne tikai
Francijas, bet ari visas Eiropas un pasaules vésturi
kopuma. Proti, iedzilinoties $aja graviru kolekcija,
iespéjams sajust to laikmeta elpu, kura dzima un
attistijas Liela fran¢u revolucija un tai sekojosie kari.
Visraksturigaka $o graviru iezime ir enciklopédiska
precizitate, veésturiski tas ir visdetalizétakais
Egiptes teritorijas un piemineklu raksturojums.
Graviras varétu piesaistit ari makslas zinatnieku
uzmanibu. Tas tika raditas apstaklos, kad karaviri
militaras invazijas laikda ne tikai karoja, bet
zinatniski fikséja iekaroto teritoriju un tas kultaras
objektus. Dabaszinatnu pétniekus varétu saistit

231 gravira, kura visa krasnuma un daudzveidiba
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DENDERAML(TEs T s

Antiquités. A.Vol. IV Pl. 20. Dendera (Tentiri): Zodiaks liela templa portika griestos
Dendera (Tentere): Zodiac on the ceiling of the portico in the large temple, 110,5 x 70,5 cm

("O” - “ordinaire” or “format Jesus’ — standard size).
The conservation and restoration of all 929
engravings was undertaken between 2005 and
2009 and commissioned by the U of L Library. The
restoration of 22 prints, in total, was undertaken:
in 2005, the restoration of five engravings was done
by graphics restorers at the Museum of Foreign Art,
Aija Brivniece and Una Kastanova, while restoration
work on the 17 prints was done in the other years by
master-restorer Arija Ubarste, who also did absolutely

all of the labour intensive print conservation work.

The engravings as a legacy of Egyptian history and culture
A number of aspects should be noted in discussing
the significance of these engravings from a historical
research-source viewpoint. First of all it should be
emphasized that this collection reflects important
information about different types of cultural

monuments from various periods in Egyptian

history. For example, the portrayal of the history of
Ancient Egypt or this ancient period can be seen in
384 engravings, while 134 engravings show a period
of history of the New Kingdom, and 170 prints
provide insight into the diverse geography of Egypt.
Secondly, the prints provide significant information
about Napoleon’s military campaign in Egypt. The
conditions and the time when the famous prints
were created were connected with great historical
events, which affected not only France, but all of
European and world history. Namely, in getting to
know this collection of prints in detail, it’s possible to
sense the feeling of the time, when the Great French
Revolution was born and developed and the ensuing
wars. The most characteristic feature of these prints
is their encyclopaedic accuracy and they are the most
detailed description of Egyptian territory and its
monuments in a historical sense.

The prints could also attract the interest of art
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Antiquités. A.Vol. IV. PI. 21. Dendera (Tentiri): Zodiaks liela templa portika griestos
Dendera (Tentere): Zodiac on the ceiling of the portico in the large temple, 110 x 70,5 cm

atklajas Egiptes daba un fauna. Dazadas putnu sugas
redzamas 13 graviras, zoologijas daudzveidiba 25
graviras.

Musdienas izdevuma ,Description de IEgypte”
originalgraviras ir javérté ka nozimigas Egiptes
véstures un kultaras liecibas. Ar §i izdevuma
originalgraviru kolekciju Eiropa un pasaulé lepojas
Aleksandrijas bibliotéka Egipté, Francijas Nacionala
bibliotéka, Nujorkas Publiska bibliotéka, Viktorijas
Stata bibliotéka Australija, izdevums atrodams ari
Oksfordas Universitaté, Sorbonna un Parizé.

So bibliotéku pulku ar patiesu lepnumu papildina

ari Latvijas Universitates Bibliotéka, jo ta ir vieniga

vieta Latvija, kuras krajuma atrodas izdevuma
»Description de [I'Egypt” briniskiga lielformata
originalgraviru kolekcija.

Par godu $ai kolekcijai, ir notikusi vairaki pasakumi.
Pirma izdevuma ,Description de I'Egypt” graviru
izstade tika sarikota 2006. gada 1. februari
Francijas Kultaras centra, kura bija apskatamas
piecas lielformata graviras. Vérienigaks pasakums
notika 2009. gada, kad LU Bibliotéka organizéja
konferenci ,,Description de I'Egypt” graviras ka
Egiptes véstures un kultaras liecibas”, un kuras

ietvaros tika eksponétas 30 graviras.
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\el EDFOU (APOLLINOMOLIS SAGY

Antiquités. A.Vol. I. Pl. 55. Edfu (Apollinopolis magna): liela templa ieksskats
Edfu (Apollinopolis magna): large temple interior view, 72x54 cm

historians. They were created at times when soldiers
didn’t only fight during military invasions, but
when they also scientifically documented any seized
territory and cultural objects.

Researchers in the natural sciences could be drawn
to the 231 engravings which reveal the Egyptian
environment and fauna in all of their magnificence
and diversity. Various species of birds can be seen
in 13 of the engravings, while zoological diversity is
revealed in 25 engravings.

Today, the original prints in the “Description de
I'Egypte” publication are considered to be important
testimony to Egyptian history and culture. In Europe
and elsewhere in the world, the Alexandria Library
in Egypt, the French National Library, the New
York Public Library and the Victorian State Library
in Australia can all boast about having this volume

containing this collection of original engravings.

Copies of the publication can also be found at Oxford
University, in the Sorbonne, and in Paris.

The University of Latvia Library is also very proud
to join this group of libraries, as it is the only place
in Latvia which has the magnificent large format
“Description de I'Egypt” collection of original prints
in its collection, and it is certainly the pride of the
Library Collection.

A number of events have been held in honour of this
collection. The first exhibition of the “Description de
I'Egypte” edition of prints was held on 1st February
20086, at the French Cultural Centre, where five large
format prints could be viewed. The largest event took
place in 2009, when the U of L Library organized
a conference called “The ‘Description de I'Egypte’
Prints as Evidence of Egyptian History and Culture”,

where 30 prints were exhibited.
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