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ANOTACIJA

Promocijas darba “Verbala inspiracija ka atbilde teologiskajai krizei — impli-
kacijas Latvijas teologiskaja diskursa” autors analizé Bibeles verbalas inspiracijas
domas veésturi un aizstav tézi, ka verbalas inspiracijas doktrina kristietiba ir
veidojusies sasaisté ar dazadam teologiskajam krizém. Ka viens no teologiskas
krizes un ticibas Bibeles verbalai inspiracijai rezultatiem tiek aplakots ari kristi-
gais fundamentalisms un ta vésturiska ietekme uz kristigo ticibu Latvija. Darba
otraja dala veikts kvalitativs pétijums, kura daléji strukturétas intervijas intervéti
29 Latvijas protestantisko baznicu macitaji, lai noskaidrotu musdienu garidz-
nieku ka kristigas kopienas viedoklu lideru poziciju Bibeles verbalas inspiracijas
jautadjuma. Pétijjuma secinats, ka Latvijas teologiskaja diskursa ir novérojamas
loti izteiktas ticibas verbalajai inspiracijai implikacijas, ko apstiprina garidznieku
argumentacijas stratégijas un Bibeles interpretacijas metodologija, risinot bazni-
cai un sabiedribai aktualus problémjautajumus.

Atslegvardi: Bibeles inspiracija, verbala inspiracija, fundamentalisms.
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1. PROMOCIJAS DARBA VISPARIGS RAKSTUROJUMS

Bibeles jeb Svéto Rakstu interpretacijai ir bijusi noteico$a loma visa kristigas
tradicijas vésturé, jo seviski brizos, kad ta sastapas ar nopietniem izaicinaju-
miem un krizém. Par $adam krizém varam runat gan pirmo gadsimtu polemika
ar judaisma un gnosticisma parstavjiem, gan reformacijas polemika ar katoliskas
baznicas teologiem, un dazadiem radikalas reformacijas stravojumiem, gan
ari 19. un 20. gadsimta tradicionalas teologijas sadursmeés ar zinatni, kas rada
apstaklus kristiga fundamentalisma dzims$anai. Darba tiek analizéts, ka Sajos
vésturiski nozimigajos brizos tika izmantots arguments par Bibeles verbalo
inspiraciju, proti, ka Bibeles autori tekstus ir sanémusi no Dieva un tapéc tie ir
nemaldigi un nekladigi. Uzsverot teksta pardabisko izcelsmi, Svétie Raksti tika
uzlukoti ka pasa Dieva izrunati, verbali inspiréti vardi, kas lidzas Jézus atklasmei
pildija ari doktrinas funkciju. Raksti no Dieva varda tika parvérsti par Dieva
vardiem, kuros atrodamas atbildes uz visiem dzives jautdgjumiem. To pardabiska
izcelsme kluva par protestantiskas teologijas un baznicas macibas pareizibas
garantiju.

Promocijas darba tiek izvirzita téze, ka maciba par Bibeli ka Dieva verbali
inspirétu gramatu ir veidojusies ka atbilde uz teologiskam krizém. Ta turpina
pildit $o atbildes funkciju ari musdienas, veidojot drogus patiesibas cietoksnus
pastavigi mainigas pasaules vidi. No verbali inspirétu rakstu izpratnes izriet
konsekvences kas, ir novérojamas ari Latvijas teologiskajos diskursos un
misdienu garidzniecibas paustajas nostajas.

Promocijas darba ietvaros ar teologisko krizi tiek saprasta krize, kuras pa-
mata ir hermeneitikas jautdgjums. Zigmunds Baumans (Zygmunt Bauman) par
hermeneitikas uzdevumu raksta: “Ja empiriski analitiskas zinatnes palidz darba
procesos un to tehniskaja kontrolg, tad hermeneitiskas zinatnes palidz sazinas
praksé un centienos panakt vieno$anos” Tatad runa ir par spéju vienoties.
Ja at$kirigu atbilzu un perspektivu dé] nespéja vienoties noved pie konflikta,
kas atstaj palieko$as teologiskas sekas, més varam runat par teologisku krizi.
Pieméram, bridi, kad pieredzé balstita racionalitate runa preti dogmatismam
veidojas teologiska krize. Teologiskas krizes rodas situacijas, kad kristigas
baznicas diskursos rodas bazas, ka tiek zaudéta, apsaubita vai bistami parde-
finéta Bibeles autoritate. Krizi var izraisit jebkadi jauni teologiski piedavajumi,
kas nav saskana ar agrako hermeneitiku un rosina to mainit. Krizi var izraisit
ari kultarvesturiskas parmainas, kuru rezultata kada Bibeles interpretacija tiek
pasludinata par novecoju$u un neaktualu. Par to vai kada vésturiska situacija ir
identificéjama teologiska krize liecinas baznicas reakcija. Retrospektivi analizéjot

! Zygmunt Bauman, Hermeneutics and Social Science. Approaches to Understanding (London:
Hutchinson & Co, 1978), 241.



$o reakciju un taja izmantoto argumentaciju, més varam spriest par teologiskas
krizes apmériem un iemesliem.

Promocijas darba meérkis ir izpétit macibas par Bibeles verbalas inspiracijas
veido$anas vésturi un céloniem sasaisté ar dazadam teologiskam krizém un no-
skaidrot kadas ir $o vésturisko notikumu implikacijas Latvijas protestantiskaja
ticiba, ka ari sniegt situdcijas novértéjumu no misdienu filozofiski teologiska
skatu punkta. Atbilstosi $im mérkim promocijas darba uzdevumi ir:

1) iepazities ar verbalas inspiracijas vésturi,

2) aplakot verbalas inspiracijas idejas lomu dazadas krizés,

3) iepazities ar akadémiskas teologijas kritiku attieciba uz verbalo inspira-

ciju,

4) novertét verbalas inspiracijas idejas implikacijas Latvijas teologiskaja
diskursa,

5) veikt kvalitativu pétijumu, intervéjot masdienu Latvijas protestantisko
baznicu garidzniekus saistiba ar verbalas inspiracijas jautajumiem,

6) balstoties uz iegutajiem rezultatiem, piedavat autora izvértéjumu ver-
balas inspiracijas problematikai.

Bibeles inspiracijas jautajums Bibliskas teologijas pétnieciba ir aplikots
pietiekosi pladi. Specifiski verbalajai inspiracijai apologétiskos nolakos vairak
pievérsas konfesionala literatiira. Si darba sevidkais pienesums ir piedavat ver-
balas inspiracijas idejas véstures pétijumu, kas intereséjas par §is doktrinas vei-
dosanas céloniem vésturé un iemesliem tas neparejosai aktualitatei misdienas.
Ari Latvijas gadijjuma pétijums $ada aspekta ir sava zina unikals.

Promocijas darba aprobacijai galvenas atzinas ta izstrades procesa izklastitas
2 zinatniskos rakstos:

1) Balode, D. Rozners, G. “Fundamentalisms ka kristigas ticibas fenomens

Latvija” Cels 71 (2020): 20-36.

2) Rozners, G. “Bibeles verbala inspiracija, fundamentalisms un sievietes
loma baznica” Religiski-filozofiski raksti 29 (2021): 203-228.

Promocijas darba atzinas izklastitas ari 3 starptautiskas zinatniskas
konferenceés:

1) Uzstasanas ar referatu “Verbala inspiracija ka atbilde teologiskajai kri-

zei” TF sekcija LU 77. starptautiskaja konferencé 2019. gada 6. februari
Riga, Latvija.

2) Uzstasanas ar referatu “Verbal Inspiration as a Response to Theological
Crisis (17-19¢)” LU TF un Tartu Universitates organizéta seminara
Estonian-Latvian doctoral conference in theology and religious studies,
2019. gada 16.-17. maija Igaunija.

3) Uzstadanas ar referatu “Verbal Inspiration in Christian Theology:
Implications in Latvian discourse” LU TF un Tartu universitates orga-
nizéta seminara Estonian-Latvian doctoral conference in theology and
religious studies, 2021. gada 10.-11. janija Zoom platforma.



Promocijas darba struktiru autors pamato sekojo$i. Promocijas darbs
veikts divas dalas. Lai ieglitu péc iespéjas izsmelosu prieksstatu par masdienu
procesiem Latvija, ir nepiecie$ams pakapties atpakal un pétjjuma ietvert lielaku
laika nogriezni. Tapéc otra lidz piektajai nodalai ir veltitas verbalas inspiracijas
véstures analizei. Vispirms tiek apltkoti divi galvenie Jaunas Deribas teksti, kas
tiek izmantoti ka verbalas inspiracijas pieradijuma teksti. Tiek analizéts ka $ie
teksti izmantoti verbalas inspiracijas domas pamatos$anai un tam iepreti kadi ir
pétnieciba iegutie eksegézes rezultati un galvenie secinajumi. Tiek secinats, ka
verbalas inspiracijas maciba neizriet no teksta eksegézes, bet drizak ir dogma-
tiskas teologijas radita nepieciesamiba.

Tre$aja nodala tiek analizéta Svéto Rakstu lasiSanas un interpretacijas
vésture, ka rezultata forméjas verbalas inspiracijas doktrina. Kadi bija tas veido-
$anas vesturiskie un teologiskie priek$nosacijumi? Kadai argumentacijai sekoja
tas veidotaji un piekritéji? Ka, sakot no baznictévu laikiem lidz pat 19. gadsimta
fundamentalismam, doma par Rakstu inspiraciju un autoritati tika izmantota,
saskaroties ar dazadam teologiskam krizém?

Ceturta nodala veltita evangelikalisma tradicijai ASV, kas ir vados$a Bibeles
verbalo inspiraciju un kristigo fundamentalismu parstavosa tradicija. Tiek ana-
lizeta §is tradicijas pakapeniska fragmenté$anas zinatnes attistibas un modernas
pasaules pluralitates ietekmé. Dazadi evangelikalisma konservativie un liberalie
atzarojumi padara So tradiciju arvien gratak raksturojamu. Tiek analizéts
kada bija verbalas inspiracijas doktrinas ietekme uz teologiskajiem diskursiem
20. gadsimta?

Piekta nodala veltita 20. un 21. gadsimta akadémiskas teologijas kritikai
attieciba uz verbalo inspiraciju. Seit tiek aplikotas idejas, kas liela méra no-
teica 20. gs. teologijas attistibas talakos virzienus. Iepreti verbalas inspiracijas
skatijumam tie ir akadémiskaja teologija balstiti Bibeles inspiracijas jautajuma
risinajumi. Balstoties uz $iem rezultatiem, autors piedava ari savu skatijumu uz
inspiracijas jautajumu.

Promocijas darba otra dala - sesta un septitda nodala pievérsas Latvijas
situacijas analizei. Ta ir veidojusies noteiktu vésturisko procesu ietekme, kas
vienlaicigi ir gan unikali masu zemei, gan ari saistiti ar kristigas ticibas izai-
cindgjumiem citur pasaulé. Rietumu evangelikalisms ir spéléjis nozimigu lomu
arl Latvijas protestantiskaja ticiba. Tas ienaca misu zemé, pateicoties dazadiem
misionariem, jau pirmas brivvalsts laika un vél aktivak péc atjaunotas neatkari-
bas. Lidztekus teologiskajam krizém citviet pasaulé kristiga ticiba Latvija piedzi-
vojusi pati savas krizes, kas ir noteiku$as tas turpmako attistibu un ari masdienu
veidolu. Ticibas Bibeles verbalajai inspiracijai implikacijas Latvijas teologiskajos
diskursos ir novérojamas gan vésturé, gan masdienas. Tapéc vésturiskais apskats
par evangelikalisma ietekmi uz Latvijas teologiskajiem diskursiem aizved lidz
$aja darba svarigai septitajai nodalai, kas veltita Latvijas gadijuma izpétei, veicot
dalgji strukturétas intervijas ar 29 dazadu protestantisko konfesiju macitajiem,
lai noskaidrotu vinu viedokli par Bibeli ka verbali inspirétu gramatu.



2. PROMOCIJAS DARBA KONSPEKTIVS IZKLASTS

2.1. Pétijuma izmantotas metodes

Promocijas darba vésturiskaja sadala, pétot verbalas inspiracijas domas
vésturi un tas nozimi pie 19. gs. evangelikalisma un fundamentalisma veidoga-
nas, izmantota vésturiska jeb genétiska metode. Analizéjot verbalas inspiracijas
koncepta risinajumus 20.-21. gs., izmantota ideju pétniecibas metode.

Promocijas darba otraja dala, kas veltita Latvijas situacijai bez vésturiskas
metodes veikts ari kvalitativs pétijums. legutas 29 daléji strukturétas intervi-
jas ar protestantiskas ticibas garidzniekiem. Intervéti 12 luteranu, 7 baptistu,
6 adventistu, 3 vasarsvétku un 1 reformatu draudzes macitajs. Ieguto interviju
rezultatu analize veikta, izmantojot kvalitativas kontentanalizes un diskursu
analizes metodes, noskaidrojot respondentu argumentacijas stratégijas un ana-
lizéjot respondentu diskursivo psihologiju un valodu. Diskursiva analize inte-
reséjas par varas, socialas nevienlidzibas, politikas, morales un socialo izmainu
jautajumiem, kas tiek apstiprinati caur cilvéku valodu. Valoda tiek saprasta ne
tikai ka teksts, bet ari ka sociala darbiba. Viens no macitaja darba galvenajiem
instrumentiem ir publiska runa. Macitaji ar valodu konstrué realitati, kura klau-
sitaji tiek ieaicinati. Sis valodas ietekmé forméjas cilveku religiska un sociala
identitate un tiek veidotas attiecibas. Lidz ar to macitaji ir uzskatami par Joti
nozimigiem viedoklu lideriem kristigaja kopiena un tas sadarbiba ar sabiedribu.
Diskursivas analizes mérkis nebija precizi atklat cilvéku attieksmes vai uzskatus
par Bibeles verbalo inspiraciju, bet gan $o uzskatu konteksta analizét uzvedibu
un domas determinéjosas socialas ietekmes vai krizes.

2.2. Pétijuma iss teorétiskais pamatojums -
verbalas inspiracijas domas vésture

Promocijas darba vésturiskaja sadala, analizéjot dazadus Bibliskas ticibas
véstures posmus, tiek argumentéts, ka Svéto Rakstu nozime un autoritate
vésturiski ir seviski spécigi aktualizéjusies dazadas krizés. Ja aplikojam Rakstu
tradicijas veidoSanas vésturi, pirmais nozimigais pieturas punkts ir Babilonijas
trimdas izraisita krize 6. gs. p. m. &. Saskana ar avotu hipotézi tiek redigéti un ap-
kopoti senakie teksti un veidojas ari jauni teksti (priesterteksts). Rakstu tradicija
veidojas ka judu diasporas atbilde teologiskajai krizei. Ari vélakais hellénisma
laikmets atnes jaunus izaicindjumus jidu ticibai, seviski asi aktualizéjas jauta-
jums par ebreju tradicijas un ticibas identitates saglabasanu vajasanu apstaklos,
attistas apokaliptiskais Zanrs. Ziemelafrika dzivojo$as judu diasporas vajadzibam
tiek veikts Ebreju Bibeles tulkojums grieku valoda (LXX). Sajas ticibas krizés



arvien lielaku nozimi iegist ideja par pardabisku Dieva atklaganos cilvékiem,
kuri dieviSkas inspiracijas cela raksta autoritativu un absolati uzticamu tekstu.
Promocijas darba atseviska sadala veltita senbaznicas un baznictévu laikmetam.
Ari baznictévi, saskaroties ar sava laikmeta krizi, ko radija kristie$u polemika
ar judu kopienu un gnostikiem, argumentacija atsaucas uz domu par inspirétu
Bibeles tekstu (2.Tim 3:16) un inspirétu Bibeles tulkojumu (LXX).? Tomeér fakts,
ka teksts tika nosaukts par inspirétu, neuzlika par pienakumu interpretam
skaidrot to viena vieniga pareiza veida. Ka galvenais interpretacijas meérkis
netika izvirzits uzdevums atrast tekstam vienu pareizo izskaidrojumu un pie ta
palikt. Tapat arl netika izvirzita kaut kada viena pareiza interpretacijas metode,
pieméram, burtiska. Tiesi otradi, teksts tika uztverts ka neizsmelamu iespé&ju
un arvien jaunu nozimju pilns. Teksts ir dzivs un, mainoties vésturei un cilvéka
pieredzei, var ieskanéties jaunas nozimés. Starpderibu perioda un ari misu
éras pirmaja gadsimta to panaca ar alegorisko Rakstu skaidrosanas metodi, ko
izmantoja gan apustulis Pavils, gan Aleksandrijas Filons.’> Alegoriskas interpre-
tacijas pamatojums ir mekléjams ticiba Rakstiem, ka Svéta Gara atklatiem un
inspirétiem tekstiem, kuros ir ielikta dzilaka nozime. Baznictévu izmantotais
Rakstu alegoriskais skaidrojums bija ne tikai kristigas teologijas sakums, bet arl
apologetiska reakcija uz jadaisma opoziciju kristigajai ticibai.

Veélakajam viduslaiku sholastikim Akvinas Tomam Svétie Raksti bija au-
toritativs un daudznozimigs kristigas teologijas (svétas doktrinas) avots, kas,
neskatoties uz $o daudzveidibu, ticibai svarigos jautajumos noved pie skaidram
un neparprotamam atbildém. Uz ta bazes vélak veidojas 17. gs. luteriskas un ari
reformétas ortodoksijas dogmatiska teologija. Jau 16. gadsimta beigas, pateico-
ties iespiedtehnikai, Bibeles lasiSana kluva iespéjama visiem sabiedribas slaniem.
Katrs, kas to vél&jas un varéja lasit un skaidrot Bibeli. Fakts, ka Raksti no macito
un izglitoto teologu rokam nonaca plasaka aprité, atstaja savu ietekmi uz talako
Rakstu interpretacijas vésturi. Turpinoties polemikai ar katoliskas baznicas opo-
ziciju, protestanti arvien vairak Rakstus redzéja ka kristigas dogmatikas avotu
un arvien mazak tos lasija ka senas liecibas, kas jaskaidro sava laika konteksta.
Bibele tika saprasta ka tie§s veéstijums paaudzei, kas to lasa, un viens no tas

? Domu, ka inspiracijas ideja kristietiba ienak tie$i no helénisma laikmeta jadaisma saistiba
ar ebreju Bibeles tulkoSanu grieku valoda atbalsta ari Volfharts Panenbergs. Wolfhart
Pannenberg, “Theological Table Talk: On the Inspiration of Scripture,” Theology Today 07
1997; vol. 54, 2: 215.

* Menahem Kister, “Allegorical Interpretation of Biblical Narratives in Rabbinic Literature,
Philo, and Origen: Some Case Studies” in New Approaches to the Study of Biblical
Interpretation in Judaism of the Second Temple Period and in Early Christianity, edited by
Florentino Garcia Martinez, Vol 106 (Leiden: Koninklijke Brill, 2013), 134-135.



skaidro$anas uzdevumiem bija uzturét dogmatiskas un teologiskas sistémas.*
Nenoliedzami reformacijas atklatais princips bija nemainigs — Dieva atklasme
Jézu Krista ir galvenais notikums, un $i atklasme bija inspiréjusi gan Rakstu
autorus, gan ari lasitajus. Tomér ka norada Brevards Cailds vélaka protestantiska
teologija $o principu pielietoja arvien vajak un nepietiekamak.” Atklasmi attieci-
not uz pasiem Rakstiem ka verbali inspirétu tekstu, radas ilazija, ka ir iesp&jams
izveidot Rakstos dro$i balstitu nemainigu un nemaldigu kristigas ticibas tradi-
ciju. Veidojot doktrinu par Rakstu verbalo inspiraciju, 17. gadsimta luteriskas
ortodoksijas galvenais mérkis bija pieradit §i notikuma autoritativo rezultatu.
Lai to panaktu, bija tris nozimigi principi: Pirmkart, bija svarigi paradit, ka in-
spiracija norisinajas pilniga Dieva kontrolé un tekstu autori rakstija pardabiskas
Dieva vadibas iespaida. Otrkart, bija butiski pieradit, ka visi Raksti ir Dieva
Gara sarakstiti un tadéjadi tie veido saskanigu doktrinaru sistému, kura nav
nekadu trikumu un nepilnibu. Un treskart, visi Rakstu vardi ir vienlidz Dieva
iedvesmoti un nav tadu tekstu, kas butu mazak iedvesmoti neka citi. Veicot $o
uzdevumu, dogmatiki cik vien iespéjams centas norobezoties no méginajuma
aprakstit kadus psihologiskus fenomenus ka tiesi notika inspiracija. Tas nebija
tik butiski, jo galvena interese bija pievérsta pasam rezultatam — Rakstiem, to
autoritatei un uzticamibai. Nemot véra katoliskas baznicas macibu, ka lidzas
Svétajiem Rakstiem dievisko autoritati parstav ari baznicas tradicija, ortodoksa
protestantisma teologiem bija butiski pieradit Svéto Rakstu macibu ka pilnigi
pietiekosu un pasa Dieva izveidotu. Ja katoliskas baznicas opozicija pauda par-
liecibu, ka dieviska inspiracija turpina darboties caur baznicu katra laikmeta, tad
luteriskas teologijas meérkis bija ierobezot inspiraciju vienigi Svétajos Rakstos.
Luteriskas ortodoksijas izpratné inspiracijas notikumu nevaréja paplasinat arpus
Bibeles robezam, to nevaréja attiecinat uz kadam citam tradicijam vai vésturis-
kiem procesiem, kas saistiti ar Rakstu veido$anos. Inspiracijas notikums bija
unikali raksturigs tikai un vienigi Svéto Rakstu tapsanas procesam. Tapéc bu-
tiski bija uzsveért nevis cilvéku inspiraciju, bet gan vigu izteikto un rakstito vardu
inspiraciju. Verbalas inspiracijas doktrina bija ka universala atbilde visa veida
kritikai, jo ticibas jautajumos visas atbildes tika iegtitas no Bibeles un uzskatitas
par nemaldigam un nekladigam. Katrs vards bija Dieva iedvesmots. Tada veida
Svéta Gara dinamiska darbiba tika ierobezota ar rakstito vardo.

Dogmas nostiprinaganos vél vairak veicindja protestantiskas baznicas
institucionalizacijas process. Rakstitais vards kluva par normativu kritériju, kas
lava izveértét gan ticibas atbilstibu patiesibai, gan, jo ipasi reformétaja teologija,
morales un étikas jautajumus. Par baznicas teologu galveno uzdevumu tika

* To pa$u var teikt ari par katolu baznicas pétniecibu, kas Bibeles ka vésturiska dokumenta
pétniecibai veltija salidzino$i maz palu, un lidz pat 17. gadsimtam galvenais uzsvars bija
ar Bibeles eksegézi pamatotas dogmatikas nostiprinasana. Skatit Alastair Hamilton,
“Humanists and the Bible” in Jill Kraye, ed., The Cambridge Companion to Renaissance
Humanism, (Cambridge University Press, 1996), 113-115.

° Brevard S. Childs, The Theology of the Old and New Testaments, 66.
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izvirzita iek$éjas macibas vienotibas saglabasana. Pareizi skaidroti Raksti kluva
par vienigo autoritati, kas veidoja kristigas kopienas dzivi. Tikai un vienigi
Rakstiem bija jaklast par atbilzu sniedzéjiem uz visiem jautajumiem. Tapéc
visu, kas Rakstos ir teikts, bija jasaprot ka pasa Dieva teiktu. Filozofiskas domas
briviba apsika un teologu darbs orientéjas uz logiku un sholastiku. Jo talak
baznicas teologi bija no sakotnéjas atklasmes, jo vairak to darbs bija citéSana
un esoSo dogmu parformulésana modernaka valoda. Ja lielie teologi (Origéns,
Augustins, Anselms, Luters un Kalvins) $o procesu brivi transcendéja,’® tad
vélakie dogmatiki $adu brivibu neatlavas un visas savas piles veltija lielo do-
mataju ideju sistematizé$anai un sakartoSanai stabilas doktrinas, teologiskos
traktatos un ticibas apliecibas. Luteriskas ortodoksijas doktrina formeéjas un
nostiprinajas reformacijas izraisitas teologiskas krizes viskarstakas polemikas
apstaklos. Luteriskajai ortodoksijai bija ne tikai jaaizstav sava teologiska sistéma
pret jezuitu kritiku, bet straujas protestantiskas ticibas fragmentacijas rezultata
jadiskuté ar citadak domajosajiem teologiem no pasu vidus. Dogmatiskas sisté-
mas stabilitates varda viss tika balstits uz verbalas inspiracijas doktrinu.

Tacu par spiti cerétajam, tas nevainagojas ar kadas Bibelé vienotas un
vienadi ticoSas kristigas tradicijas izveidoSanos. Tie$i pretéji, jo skrupulozak
teologi stradaja pie Bibeles doktrinam, jo vairak radas domstarpibas un straujak
kristiga ticiba fragmentéjas dazados radikalas reformacijas virzienos (piétisma,
puritanisma u. c.). So nemitigas fragmentacijas procesu, kas turpinas ari miis-
dienas, pétnieki min ka butisku argumentu par verbalas inspiracijas aizstavju
parliecibas par Bibeles nekladigumu iluzoro raksturu.”

Protestantiska ortodoksija veidoja fundamentalu pamatu visai vélakajai
kristigajai teologijai, kas vai nu centas pie tas atgriezties, vai ari to kritizéja.®
Svéto Rakstu inspiracijas doktrina tika sargata un no jauna aktualizéta dazadas
protestantu ticibas apliecibas. Atkariba no pieejas inspiracijas jautajumam vei-
dojas atskirigu kristigo tradiciju Bibeles interpretacijas. Domstarpibam pieaugot,
Raksti kluva par teologiskas argumentacijas kara lauku un teologisko domstar-
pibu krize padzilinajas. Verbalas inspiracijas doktrina bija utopiska ceriba, ka
no tas izrieto$a interpretacijas metode atrisinas visus konfliktus un nodrosinas
stabilas Rakstos balstitas tradicijas izveido$anos. Ta¢u notika pretéjais, méginot
atrisinat krizi ar teologiju, kas balstijas uz Bibeles verbalas inspiracijas doktrinu,
kristiga teologija nonaca vél dzilaka krizé. Ka vélak noradija Ernsts Trelcs kris-
tiga tradicija pamazam apguva ragto macibu, ka ir neiespéjami jebkadu baznicu

¢ Edward Farley, Peter C. Hodgson, “Scripture and Tradition” in Christian Theology, ed. by
Peter C. Hodgson and Robert H. King, 2nd ed. (Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1985), 74.

7 Christian Smith, The Bible Made Impossible (Baker Publishing Group, 2011) Kindle Edition,
207.

8 Paul Tillich, A History of Christian Thought, 277.
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vai Rakstu interpretaciju nosaukt par nekladigu.® Tacu prieksa bija veél lielaka
krize. Pienakot 19. gadsimtam, protestantisms bija spiests sastapties ne tikai
ar pieaugo$u fragmentésanos atskirigas Bibeles interpretacijas dél, bet ari ar
Apgaismibas laikmeta racionalismu un straujo zinatnes attistibu.

2.3. Verbala inspiracija un evapgelikalisms

19. gs. teologisko krizi padzilinaja zinatnes strauja attistiba un zinatniskas
metodes pielieto$ana Bibeles pétnieciba. Vesturiski kritiska metode, evolucijas
teorijas raditais skepticisms un liberalas teologijas attistiba daudzos Amerikas
kristieSos radija bazas par cilvéces morales un ticibas vértibu pilnigu sagraanu.
Izjutot apdraudéjumu modernas pasaules spiediena prieksa, ka opozicija 19. gs.
beigu un 20. gs. sakuma modernismam radas kristigais fundamentalisms.'® Tas
centas aizstavét protestantiskas ortodoksijas doktrinu par verbalo inspiraciju at-
bilstosi jaunajiem apstakliem. Bija nepiecieSams atgiit Amerikas kristigas ticibas
zaudéto nevainibu, atgriezties agrakaja paradigma par zemi, kas mérktiecigi virzas
pa kristigo vértibu un morales celu. Sabiedribas atkri$anas no Dieva un sekojosas
morales pagrimuma krizi bija iespéjams atrisinat vienigi atgriezoties atpaka] pie
Bibeles pamata vértibam. Bibelé dotie noradijumi ir skaidri un saprotami, tapéc
labakais, ko var darit ir tos burtiski izpildit." Cits risinajums bija meklét dievigkas
inspiracijas apstiprinajumu arpus Rakstiem - ekstatiskaja pieredzé, kas izraisija
dazadu harizmatisku un apokaliptisku kustibu veidosanos 19. un 20. gs. sakuma.
Més varam secinat, ka vésturé ir pietiekami plasi novérojama pazime, ka verbala
inspiracija kalpoja ka vienkarsa, skaidra un érta atbilde uz teologiskam krizém.

20. gs. teologiskas diskusijas un neoortodoksas skolas izveidosanas lika
evangelikalismam parstrukturéties, mekléjot jaunus saskarsmes punktus ar
moderna laikmeta cilvéka racionalitati. Tomér teologiskaja limeni tas joprojam
turpinaja dzivot krizes apstaklos, domajot, ka postmoderna laikmeta pluralisms
draud sagraut kristigas vértibas un morali. Neoevangelikalisms saka nemt véra
kritiskas pétniecibas rezultatus un meéginat pardefinét savus ticibas pamatus.
Tomeér pilniba atteikties no verbalas inspiracijas macibas nebija iesp&ams.

° Ka norada Ernsts Trel¢s (Ernst Troeltsch) 16. un 17. gadsimta protestantisms uz visiem
laikiem salauza absolato katoliskas baznicas autokratiju un lidz ar to partrauca “baznicas
civilizacijas” ietekmi. Visas tris “nekladigas” baznicas (katoliska, luteriska un reforméta)
viena otru izslédza un noladéja, tada veida pilniba atnemot ticibu vienotas baznicas iespéjai.
Pret savu gribu un pretéji savai ticibai protestantisms izjauca kristigas baznicas pardabiskos
pamatus. Skatit Ernst Troeltsch, Protestantism and Progress. The Significance of Protestantism
for the Rise of the Modern World (Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1986), 54.

' George M. Marsden, Fundamentalism and American Culture, 2nd ed. (New York: Oxford
University Press, 2006), 43-44.

"' Martin Riesebrodt, Fundamentalismus als patriarchalische Protestbewegung. Amerikanische
Protestanten (1910-1928) und iranische Schiiten (1961-1979) im Vergleich (Tubingen:
J. C. B. Mohr, 1990), 57.
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Evangelikalu izstradataja “Cikagas pazinojuma par Bibeles neklidigumu™? var
redzét centienus apvienot kritisko pétniecibu ar verbalas inspiracijas macibu
par Bibeles nekladigumu un nemaldigumu. Tomeér ka norada viens no evan-
gelikalisma pétniekiem Marks Nols (Mark A. Noll) evangelikalisma teologija
nespéj adekvati konkurét ar misdienu universitasu akadémiskas teologijas zi-
natniskajiem rezultatiem, jo verbalas inspiracijas doktrinas varda tas argumenti
var but pat nezinatniski un anti intelektuali.”® Evangelikalisms dzivo iluzija, ka
atgrieSanas pie Bibeles dod atbildes uz visiem jautajumiem, tomér vésturiska
pieredze liecina, ka tada visparéja atgrie$anas pie dro$a pirmavota un vienigas
pareizas Bibeles interpretacijas nav iespéjama. Promocijas darba tiek secinats, ka
20. gadsimta evangelikalisma cina par Bibeles verbalo inspiraciju iezimé atbildi
teologiskai krizei, kura Svéto Rakstu interpretacija tiek sargata no moderna
laikmeta pluralitates un konsekventi paklauta vienigi burtiskajai skaidrosanas
metodei. Bibeles verbalas inspiracijas aizstavibas nepiecieSamibu vél vairak
pamatoja sajita, ka moderna teologija ir pazaudéjusi Rakstu autoritati.

2.4. Inspiracijas koncepta risinajumi 20.-21. gs. teologija

Promocijas darba atseviska nodala veltita padzilinatai inspiracijas jautajuma
analizei 20. un 21. gs. akadémiskaja teologija. Tie varié no kritiskas teologijas
metaforiskajiem un postliberalas teologijas kanoniskajiem risindgjumiem lidz
neoortodoksas teologijas Dieva atklasmes konceptiem. Nodala noslédzas ar
secinajumu, ka, lai ari katrs teologiskais virziens iet savu celu, tomér vienojosais
visos 20. un 21. gadsimta risinajumos ir Rakstu autoritates jédziena pilniga no-
$kirSana no inspiracijas notikuma. Proti, Raksti vairs netiek saukti par autoritati-
viem tapéc, ka tie ir dieviski inspiréti. Rakstu autoritate neslépjas to pardabiskaja
izcelsmé, bet gan to izskiro$aja nozimeé kristigas ticibas un ari teologijas vésturé.
Bibele vienmer ir bijusi kristigas ticibas, ceribas un milestibas iedvesmas avots.
Tas vestijumi kalpoja ka iedro$inajums kristieS$iem vislielakajas krizés. Lai ari
daudziem kristieSiem ir bijusi svariga tie$i burtiska Rakstu skaidro$ana, tomeér
garigo iedvesmu sniedz nevis teksta vésturiskums, bet ta véstijuma aktualitate
ticiga cilveka dzive Sodien.

Tapat visos risinajumos kopigais ir kritika luteriskas ortodoksijas un ve-
laka kristiga fundamentalisma izveidotajiem verbalas inspiracijas un no tiem
izrietodajiem Bibeles nemaldiguma un nekladiguma postulatiem. Ka to norada
Karls Barts, tie ir cilvéciski méginajumi nemt kontroli savas rokas un skaidrot

"2 Chicago Statement of Biblical Inerrancy, https://defendinginerrancy.com/chicago-statements/,
skatits 26.08.2020.

13 Mark A. Noll, The Scandal of the Evangelical Mind (Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans
Publishing Co, 1994), 47-49. George M. Marsden, Fundamentalism and American Culture,
223.
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transcendento Dievu ar racionaliem panémieniem, kas drizak lidzinas elkdievi-
bai neka patiesam garigumam.'

Nodala aplukotie teologi izvélas runat nevis par inspiraciju, bet atklasmi.
Proti, Jézus Kristus ir Dieva atklasme pasaulei un Svétie Raksti ir lieciba par $o
atklasmi. Sis biitu sabalansétas teologijas izejas punkts. Ja tomér lietojam jédzienu
inspiracija, tad ta ir atrodama pasa véstijuma un nevis ta vardos, detalas vai
veésturiskaja precizitaté. Vel vairak - inspiracija ir Dieva nepartrauktas darbibas
lidzeklis, jo ta darbojas ari Sodien, kad tiek lasita Bibele un caur lasito vai dzir-
déto tiek atklats un piedzivots dzivais Dieva vards — Jézus Kristus. Neviens no
aplikotajiem teologiem necensas reducét Rakstu nozimi kristigaja ticiba un teo-
logija, jo Raksti veido valodu, kura runa kristiga tradicija. Caur Rakstiem Dievs
isteno savus valstibas veido$anas nodomus. Tapéc lai cik Raksti ir cilvéciski un
nepilnigi, tie klist par Dieva atklasmi, kad tos lasa ticiba. Si transcendenta piere-
dze, kas ir pilniba Dieva un vina Svéta Gara kompetence, ir pieejama ikvienam
cilvéekam. IerobeZot inspiraciju tikai pie Bibeles autoriem, drizak nozimé Dieva
Gara darbibas reducésanu un ierobeZo$anu. Ja Dievs nevar atklaties caur vésturi,
bet tikai caur Bibeli, tad cilvéks atsakas no izaugsmes un patiesiba vélas dzivot
nemainiga pagatnes realitaté. Tomeér ari Bibele ir vésture un ta turpina piedalities
veésturé, kameér vien turpinas teologiskais diskurss un ir aktuala gariga pieredze.

Promocijas darba apliukotie risinajumi uzskatami demonstré, ka atsakoties
no verbalas inspiracijas, Bibeles neklidiguma un nemaldiguma, nekada veida
netiek pazaudéta Bibeles autoritite un tas iz$kirosa nozime kristigaja ticiba.
Bibeles véstijums joprojam ir dzivs un aktuals. Lidz ar to fundamentalisma un
konservativa evangelikalisma bazas par kristigas ticibas, un morales sabruksanu
miusdienu pasaulé nav saistamas ar Bibeles autoritates pazaudé$anu, bet drizak
saknojas no verbalas inspiracijas izrietoSaja dualistiskaja pasaules uzskata, kas
jebkuru vesturiski sarezgitu situaciju noverté ka kritisku apdraudéjumu ticibai.
Zimigi, ka darba aplukotie akadémiskie teologi inspiracijas jautajumu nekada
veida nesaista ar kidu nozimigu teologisku krizi. Sidas sakaribas saskata un izjiit
vienigi verbalas inspiracijas aizstavji. Tas lauj secinat, ka lai ar1 verbala inspiracija
un Rakstu nemaldigums veésturiski ir bijusi kristigas ticibas raksturiga atbilde
teologiska krizé, tomér moderna teologija aprada, ka $ada atbilde nemaz nav
nepiecie$ama. Ta tiek uzturéta senas ticibas sistémas nosargasanas nolikos,
lai saglabatu nemainigu tradiciju. Vél vairak - no vésturisko apstaklu analizes
un aplikoto musdienu inspiracijas risinajumu daudzveidibas var secinat, ka
verbalas inspiracijas argumentacija tiecas teologisko krizi identificét situacijas,
kuras tas nemaz nav. Tiek uzsakta cina par principiem, kuri nav galvenie prob-
lémjautajumi un lidz ar to aizstavétie teologiskie risindjumi neiztur misdienu
teologijas kritiku, nav ilgtspéjigi un aktuali. Pretéji tas aizstavju bailém, atteik$a-
nas no verbalas inspiracijas kristigo ticibu nevis sagrauj, bet paver daudzveidigas
iespéjas, ka runat par Dieva atklasmi un Rakstu autoritati misdienas.

' Karl Barth, Church Dogmatics, 14 vols., ed. G. W. Bromiley and T. E Torrance (Edinburgh,
1998), 1.2: 522-523.
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2.5. Evangelikalisma implikacijas Latvijas kristigaja ticiba

Latvijas kristigo tradiciju kop$ 18. gs. ietekmé&jusi gan piétiski harizmatiska,
gan kop$ 20. gs. puritaniska Prinstonas paradigma.’® Misu zeme liela méra bija
ne tikai Eiropas, bet ari Amerikas parmainu procesu ietekméta. Teologiska izgli-
tiba akadémiska limeni tika aizsakta luteriskas baznicas pasparné, tacu pirmas
brivvalsts laika attistjjas arl dazadi konfesionalie garigie seminari. Attistoties
pétniecibai, bija vérojama gan liberala, gan konservativa virziena klatbutne.
Tomeér Otrais pasaules kar$ un sekojo$a padomu okupacija $os teologiskos pro-
cesus iesaldéja. Padomju kontroles un ideologiska spiediena apstaklos baznica
visus spékus veltija iek$éjai vienotibai, konfesionalo tradiciju stiprinasanai un
saglabasanai. Kameér Rietumos $ajos gados risinajas neoortodoksijas un otra
feminisma vilpa izraisitie diskursi, masu zemé teologija un pétnieciba bija prak-
tiski apstajusies. Cita starpa ta praktiski nesekoja lidzi ari Bibeles inspiracijas
diskursiem un dazadiem risinajumiem, ko piedavaja teologi 20. gadsimta vidu.
Sadas izolésanas un passaglabasanas dzives apstaklos notika teologiska stagna-
cija. Visas pules tika veltitas zinasanu atkarto$anai un eso$o pamatu stiprina-
$anai. Ta LELB biskaps Matulis intervija vacu kristigajam zurnalam raksturoja
kristietibu Latvija: “Latvijas Baznica nav izstradajusi kadu ipasu teologijas vir-
zienu. Més esam konservativi noskanoti. Konservativisms, savienots ar veseligu
fundamentalisma klatbatni, ir labaks neka liberala teologija.”*¢

Skirta no Rietumu teologiskajiem diskursiem Latvijas kristiga ticiba turpinaja
pastavét nopietnas ateisma izraisitas teologiskas krizes apstaklos. Izdzivo$anas
apstaklos verbalas inspiracijas piedavata Bibeles interpretacija bija visdrosaka
un vieglak realizéjama. Tas ir galvenais iemesls kapéc ari musdienu Latvijas
protestantiskas ticibas teologiskajos diskursos ir novérojamas konservativa evan-
gelikalisma un fundamentalisma pazimes. Promocijas darba tiek noveérots, ka
atsevisku sabiedriski aktivu Latvijas evangelikalu publiskajos izteikumos varam
saklausit evangelikalismam raksturigo anti intelektualismu. Vérojama izstumjo$a
retorika pret atseviskam socialajam grupam. Ir sajita, ka Latvijas daudzveidigo
konfesionalo noskanojumu vieno ilgas péc kadas inteligentas kristigas autoritates,
kas spés apklusinat visas nesaskanas un piedavat universalu planu, ka sakartot
visu, kas ir sabojats un apdraudéts. Tapéc atkal un atkal tiek liktas jaunas ceribas
uz kristieu ienaksanu politika, ka ari mekléti arvien jauni saskarsmes punkti ar
politiskajiem spékiem. Promocijas darba tiek secinats, ka Latvijas apstaklos kris-
tigais fundamentalisms un konformisms darbojas ka sabiedribas attistibu brem-
z&joss faktors un vairak veicina negativu attieksmi pret kristigo pasludinajumu

Par §im divam evangelikalisma paradigmam - piétiski pentakosto un puritanisko Prinstonas -
vairak skatit Roger E. Olson, The Story of Christian Theology (Diwners Grove, IL: Inter Varity
Press, 1990), 594.
¢ “Glaube in der 2. Welt” Zeitschrift fiir Religionsfreiheit und Menschenrechte, 1985, 13.
Jahrgang, Nr. 1.
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un baznicas lomu sabiedribas ilgtspéjas nodro$inasana. Tas nav orientéts uz
sabiedribas un draudzes izglito$anas procesu, bet gan uz moraliz&josu kritiku.

2.6. Verbala inspiracija un 21. gs. garidznieciba:
Latvijas gadijums

Sekojosajos péc padomju gados Latvija bija dazadu evangelikalo sludinataju
pastiprinatas misijas lauks. Ienakogais konservativais evangelikalisms ar nekli-
digo un nemaldigo Bibeli vecas paradigmas tikai nostiprinaja. Ateisma ideolo-
giju varéja nomainit vizija par sabiedribu un valdibu, kas balstas uz kristigam
vértibam. Sabiedribas atvértiba un augstais uzticibas reitings baznicai lava tai
aktivak iesaistities politiskajos procesos un pozicionét sevi ka konservativu un
drogu kristigo padomdeveéju. Rietumu liberalo diskursu ienaksana Latvija un sa-
biedribas negataviba tiem $o poziciju vél vairak nostiprinaja. Mainigas modernas
pasaules prieksa Latvijas kristigas baznicas centas saglabat senas paradigmas,
aizstavot tas ar argumentiem par liberalas teologijas draudiem Latvijas kristi-
gajai ticibai, lai ari realitaté neviena no kristigajam konfesijam nav novérojama
ietekmiga liberala tradicija. Sada atbilde moderna laikmeta teologiskajai krizei
saklausama ari vairaku pétijuma ietvaros intervéto garidznieku atbildés. Tie
iebilst modernajam laikmetam, kura iepreti Bibeles stabilajai un nemainigajai
noteiktibai viss ir mainigs, nepastavigs un kritizéjams. Intervijas parmainas
sabiedriba tiek raksturotas ka negativi sabiedribu graujosi procesi. Par labako
veidu, ka to konfrontét, tiek minéta Bibele, kas japace] pari kultarai. Kristiga tra-
dicija tiek saprasta nevis ka kultiiru izmainosa, bet ka kultiirai opozicija esosa.
Ka atklaj intervijas, $o kultaras radito spiedienu garidznieki saskata liberalo
universitasu izglitiba, liberalas teologijas relativisma, sabiedribas sekularizacija,
ideju pluralisma un parlieciba par socialas inzenierijas kultiiras apvér$anas meé-
ginajumiem. Tie jut, ka Bibeles nemaldiga patiesiba tiek relativizéta, bet cilvéces
morale un kristietibas butiba apsaubita. Tapéc, saskaroties ar nozimigiem ticibas
izaicinajumiem, verbali inspiréta teksta ideja lauj vieglak ienemt apologétiskas
pozicijas, jo teksts ir neatkarigs no cilvéka un ta burtiskais skaidrojums atbrivo
no interpretaciju pluralisma problémas. Nemaldiga Bibele pasludina tikai vienu
interpretaciju, vienu atbildi un vienu izeju no krizes. Rakstu verbala inspiracija
ari Sodien pilda Skietami atras un vienkarsas atbildes realitatei funkciju. Tas ir
veids, ka saglabat kontroli un aizsargaties pret nezinamo un nesaprotamo.'’

Lai arl dala garidznieku neatzist pilnigu Svéto Rakstu verbalo inspiraciju,
tomeér lielakoties piekrit Bibeles nemaldiguma un nekladiguma doktrinai.
Tas liecina par joprojam augstu skatu uz Bibeli, kuras interpretacija verbalas

17 Cilveku meéginajumi tiekties péc viennozimigam atbildém drizak ir saistiti nevis ar vélmi
problému atrisinat, bet ar vajadzibu péc situacijas kontroles. Skatit Davis, M. “Hermeneutics
contra fundamentalism: Zygmunt Bauman’s method for thinking in dark times;” (2020)
Thesis Eleven, 156 (1), 27-44.
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inspiracijas metodologijai tiek sekots implicéti. Kaut arl dala macitaju izsakas
piesardzigi par Bibeles tekstu ka pardabiski pierakstitu Dieva gribu, taja pasa
laika atbildés par sievie$u ordinaciju un homoseksualismu Bibeli redz ka pari
kultarai stavos$u dieviskas étikas etalonu. Tas norada uz dihotomiju, kas rodas
starp iegltas pieredzes plasumu un verbalas inspiracijas noteikto robezu $au-
rumu. Lidz ar macitaja amatu pienemtais dogmatiskais ietvars ne vienmeér ir
saskana ar pieredzé gutajiem intuitivajiem secinajumiem. lerobeZota pieeja
Rietumu teologiskajiem diskursiem un $adu diskursu triakums Latvija traucé
iegat padzilinatu izpratni par Bibeles interpretacijas iespéjam.

Bibeles verbalas inspiracijas problematika Rietumu pasaulé no jauna bija
nozimiga 70.-80. gados. Latvija $aja laika atradas aiz dzelzs priek$kara un $iem
diskursiem nebija iespéjams sekot lidzi. Bibeles verbalas inspiracijas véstures
nezinasana ka ari padomju gados piedzivota noskirtiba no fundamentalisma
pétniecibas Rietumos ir radijusas dzilus izpratnes robus misdienu Latvijas
garidzniecibas zinasanas. Macitaji fiziski dzivo masdienu pasaulé, bet teologiski
joprojam tiecas atgriezties pirms moderna laikmeta mitologiskaja realitaté.
Pétijuma veiktajas intervijas loti skaidri novérojamas tendences, kas raksturigas
fundamentalismam un konservativam evangelikalismam - garidznieku vida ir
jutams skepticisms pret universitatés piedavato augstako teologisko izglitibu.
Vairaki macitaji redz kristigo ticibu postmoderna relativisma un dazadu ideolo-
giju apdraudétu. Vinuprat kristigas ticibas uzdevums ir saglabat savu vésturisko
autentiskumu, nelaujoties jaunajam Bibeles interpretacijas vésmam, kas nak no
sekularam universitatém. Sis nostajas ir ciesi saistitas ar Bibeles inspiracijas un
attiecigi ari tas interpretacijas jautajumu. Ja Bibele ir nemaldigs un nekladigs
véstijums no Dieva, tad ta ir lasama burtiski un tai ir jabut skaidrai un saprotamai
ikvienam lasitajam. Tas nozimé, ka padzilinata Bibeles pétnieciba un censanas
to saprast masdienu konteksta ir noderiga tikai tik talu, cik tas nostiprina ticibu
un ir saskana ar konfesionalo parliecibu. Lidz ar to ir neizbégama plaisa starp
universitatés piedavato augstako teologisko izglitibu un konfesionalo macibu. Si
plaisa ka to precizi raksturo Marks Nols, sekmé kristieSu anti intelektualismu un
kultivé naivu ticibu, kas vairak saknojas pieredzé un emocijas, bet mazak godiga
pétnieciba un kritiskaja domasana. Sada ticiba ir gatava pat noliegt zinatni, ja ta
nesaskan ar pienemto Bibeles interpretaciju.'®

'8 Mark A. Noll, The Scandal of the Evangelical Mind (Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans
Publishing Co, 1994), 27.
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3. PROMOCIJAS DARBA GALVENIE SECINAJUMI

Apkopojot pétijuma rezultatus par verbalo inspiraciju ka atbildi teologiskam
krizém un tas implikacijam Latvijas diskursa, esam nonakusi pie sekojosiem
visparigiem un ari specifiski Latvijas situaciju raksturojosiem secinajumiem.

1) Musdienu Latvijas teologiskaja diskursa joprojam ir vérojama skepse pret
universitagu akadémiskas pétniecibas rezultatiem. Si skepse izpauzas uzska-
tos, ka Bibeli nevar kritiski pétit, jo ta ir svéta gramata un tas paklau$ana
vésturiski kritiskajai metodei nozimé Dieva nolieg$anu.

2) Lai ari zinatniskie rezultati netiek noliegti, tomér skeptiski ap$aubiti ikreiz,
kad tie nonak pretruna ar kadiem tradicionaliem teologiskiem pienému-
miem. Zinatne ir pienemama tikai tiktal, cik ta ir saskanojama ar Bibeli.
Zinatne ir apSaubama, jo ta ir sekulari ateistiska un tai ir nepieciesama
konvertacijai ticiba. Lidz ar to joprojam tiek mekléti jauni veidi ka burtisko
Bibeles interpretaciju saskanot ar zinatniskajiem atradumiem.

3) Latvijas teologiskaja diskursa ir jutams zina$anu un intereses trakums par
kristigas teologijas vésturi un 20. gadsimta fundamentalisma modernisma
stridu teologiskajiem risinadjumiem. Garidznieku argumentacijas stratégijas
liela méra seko Rietumu konservativo evangelikalu un fundamentalistu
domasanas paradigmai.

4) Lai arl verbala inspiracija ne vienmer tiek atbalstita atklati, no tas izrietosa
Bibeles interpretacijas metodologija tiek pielietota implicéti. Tas izpauzas ka
Bibeles burtiskas nozimes izcel$ana par metaforisko, ka rezultata vésturisks
teksts tiek lineari piemérots masdienas. Tada veida tiek attaisnota sociala
netaisniba baznica un neiecietiba seksualas orientacijas deél.

5) Saistiba ar Rietumu liberalo vértibu ienaksanu Latvijas politika un sabied-
riba intervijas ar garidzniekiem paradas izteicieni, kas norada uz pasaules
moralo degradaciju. Macitaji runa par neomarksistu kultaras draudiem un
liberalisma raditajiem sabiedribas morales sabrukuma draudiem. Macitaji
pauz bazas par liberalo ideju ienaks$anu baznica, ka rezultata kristiga ticiba
tiks diskreditéta. Lidz ar to garidznieki dzivo pieaugodas teologiskas krizes
apzina, kurai dro$aka atbilde ir palik§ana verbalas inspiracijas paradigma.

6) Latvijas teologisko diskursu daudz mazaka meéra ietekmé macitaju viedok-
lis, ka verbalas inspiracijas doktrina neatbilst masdienu atklajumiem un par
piemérotaku inspiracijas risingjumu jaizvélas inspiréta lasitaja modelis. So
viedokli parstavosie macitaji atzist, ka Bibeles interpretacijas process nekad
nebeidzas un nav iespéjams runat par kadu vienu vienigo un pareizo inter-
pretacijas metodi.

7) Latvijas teologisko diskursu daudz mazaka méra ietekmé macitaju viedok-
lis, ka kristigo vertibu sabrukuma un teologiskas krizes sajitu izraisa nevis
liberala teologija, bet gan kristigais fundamentalisms.
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8) Latvijas teologisko diskursu daudz mazaka méra ietekmé macitaju viedoklis,
ka musdienu baznicas teologijai vajadzétu sekot zinatnei un eksegézei un
nevis otradi.

9) Latvijas teologisko diskursu daudz mazaka méra ietekmé macitaju viedoklis,
ka pieredze un zinasanas ir tikpat nozimigi teologijas avoti ka Bibeles teksts
un ticibas tradicija.

Promocijas darba veiktais pétijjums parada, ka Latvijas situacija ir izteikta
nepiecieSamiba péc visaptvero$as teologiskas izglitibas, kas bitu pieejama ga-
ridzniekiem un ari lajiem. Lai ari Latvijas Universitates Teologijas fakultate to
piedava, tomér konfesionalaja vidé vérojama neuzticiba akadémiskas teologijas
piedavatajam produktam. No vienas puses ta balstas uz principialu nostaju, ka
rakstus studét un interpretét iespéjams vienigi konfesionalas baznicas ietvaros,
bet ne sekulara macibu iestadé. Tapéc pétnieciba arpus baznicas tradicijas
kontroles tiek uzskatita par kalpojosu vienigi cilvéka interesém, bet ne Dieva.
No otras puses, neuzticibai akadémiskas pétniecibas rezultatiem var but ari po-
litiskas neitralitates trakums pasas universitatés. Uz $o problému jau 90. gados
noradija pétnieks Marks Nolls, analizéjot plaisu starp Amerikas evangelikalo
un akadémisko Bibeles pétniecibu. Vin$ secindja, ka universitates biezi sak
aizstavét un propagandét ideologijas, kuram evangelikalie Bibeles pétnieki vairs
nevélas sekot. ' Tapéc labakais veids ka pieaugoso plaisu mazinat batu veidot
akadémisko pétniecibu, kas vienlaikus ir gan neitrala, gan ari respekté Bibeli
ka kristigas ticibas avotu un autoritati. Tas nozimé, ka no Teologijas fakultates
puses butu nepieciesama darbosanas vismaz divos virzienos:

Pirmkart, sabiedribas un ari kristigas vides informésana un izglito$ana par:
(1) kristigas baznicas nozimigiem vésturiskiem procesiem, kas atstajusi iespaidu
uz Latvijas kristigo tradiciju, (2) 20. gadsimta fundamentalisma un modernisma
debatém Amerika, (3) Bibeles verbalas inspiracijas doktrinu ka reakciju uz nozi-
migam teologiskajam krizém un (4) pétniecibas piedavatajiem veidiem ka risinat
Bibeles inspiracijas jautajumu 20. gadsimta. So izglitosanu fakultate varétu veikt
ne tikai ar studentiem piedavato programmu palidzibu, bet ari veidojot pétnie-
ciskas publikacijas un monografijas ka ari organizéjot seminarus un kursus.

Otrkart, batiski ir uzturét neitralu, godigu un ari atvértu studiju procesa
vidi, kura akadémiskais personals nopietni rékinas ar studéjoso dazadibu un
spéj apmierinat pat viskonservativak noskanoto studentu vélésanos iegtit padzi-
linatas zinasanas teologija, veida, kas respekté vinu dzilakas ticibas parliecibas.
Latvijas kristigas ticibas izteikti evangelikalais un pat fundamentalistiskais pro-
fils pieprasa saudzigu un talredzigu pieeju izglitibas procesam, jo nepiecie$amas
paradigmu mainas ir loti apjomigas. Studentiem ir svarigi just, ka pasniedzéji
neparstav kadu svesu akadémiski intelektualu poziciju, bet ir tadi pasi patiesibas
meklétaji ka vini.

19 Mark Noll, Between Faith and Criticism: Evangelicals, Scholarship, and the Bible in America,
208-209.
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ABSTRACT

In the doctoral thesis “Verbal Inspiration as a Response to the Theological
Crisis — Implications in Latvian Theological Discourse” the author analyzes
the history of biblical verbal inspiration thought and defends the thesis that
the doctrine of the verbal inspiration in Christianity has developed in connection
with various theological crises. Christian fundamentalism and its historical
influence on the Christian faith are also considered as one of the results of
the theological crisis and belief in the verbal inspiration of the Bible in Latvia.
In the second part of the paper, a qualitative study was conducted, in which
29 pastors of Latvian Protestant churches were interviewed in semi-structured
interviews in order to find out the position of modern clergy as leaders of
the Christian community on the issue of biblical inspiration. The study concludes
that in the theological discourse of Latvia there are very strong implications of
the belief in verbal inspiration, which is confirmed by the strategies of clergy
argumentation and the methodology of the Bible interpretation in solving
problems relevant to the church and society.

Keywords: Biblical inspiration, verbal inspiration, fundamentalism.
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1. GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS
OF THE DOCTORAL THESIS

The interpretation of the Bible, or the Scriptures, has played a key role
throughout the history of the Christian tradition, especially at a time when it
faced serious challenges and crises. We can talk about such crises in the first-
century controversy with Judaism and Gnosticism, the Reformation controversy
with the Catholic theologians, and various currents of radical reformation, as
well as the clashes of traditional theology of the 19th and 20th centuries with
science, which created the conditions for the birth of Christian fundamentalism.
The paper analyzes how the argument of the verbal inspiration of the Bible
was used in these historically significant moments, namely, that the authors
of the Bible have received the texts from God and therefore they are inerrant
and infallible. In emphasizing the supernatural origin of the text, the Scriptures
were viewed as God’s own, verbally inspired words that served as a source of
the doctrine. The Scriptures were transformed from the Word of God into
the words of God, containing answers to all the questions of life. Its supernatural
origin became a guarantee of the correctness of Protestant theology and
the teaching of the church.

The dissertation puts forward the thesis that the teaching of the Bible as
a verbally inspired book of God has developed in response to theological
crises. It continues to fulfill the response function today, building secure
fortresses of truth in an ever-changing world. Understanding of verbally
inspired writings follow by consequences that can also be observed in Latvian
theological discourses and in the opinions expressed by the modern clergy.

Within the framework of the dissertation, the theological crisis is understood
as a crisis based on the issue of hermeneutics. Zygmunt Bauman writes about
the task of hermeneutics: “If empirical-analytical sciences facilitate technical
control over processes of work, hermeneutic sciences assist the practice of
communication and the effort of reaching agreement” So it is about the ability
to agree. If, due to differing answers and perspectives, a failure to agree
leads to a conflict that has lasting theological consequences, we can speak of
a theological crisis. For example, when experience-based rationality speaks
against dogmatism, a theological crisis develops. Theological crises arise in
situations where the Christian discourses create concern that the authority
of the Bible is being lost, questioned, or dangerously redefined. The crisis
can also be caused by cultural and historical changes, as a result of which an
interpretation of the Bible is declared obsolete and out of date. The Church’s
reaction testifies to whether the theological crisis is identifiable in any historical

' Zygmunt Bauman, Hermeneutics and Social Science. Approaches to Understanding (London:
Hutchinson & Co, 1978), 241.
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situation. By retrospectively analyzing this reaction and the reasoning used in it,
we can judge about the extent and causes of the theological crisis.

The aim of the dissertation is to study the history of the formation of biblical
inspiration and its causes in connection with various theological crises and to
find out the implications of these historical events in the Latvian Protestant faith,
as well as to provide an evaluation of the situation from a modern theological
point of view. According to this aim, the tasks of the dissertation are:

1) get acquainted with the history of verbal inspiration,

2) to look at the role of the idea of verbal inspiration in different crises,

3) to get acquainted with the critique of academic theology regarding
verbal inspiration,

4) to evaluate the implications of the idea of verbal inspiration in
the theological discourse of Latvia,

5) to carry out qualitative research by interviewing the clergy of modern
Latvian Protestant churches on the issues of verbal inspiration,

6) based on the obtained results, to offer the authors evaluation of
the problem of verbal inspiration.

The issue of biblical inspiration has been addressed quite extensively in
Biblical theology research. Specifically, confessional literature for apological
purposes focuses more on verbal inspiration. The special contribution of this
paper is to offer a study of the history of the idea of verbal inspiration, which is
specifically interested in the reasons for the formation of this doctrine in history
and the reasons for its continuing relevance today. The Latvian case study is also
unique in this respect.

For the approbation of the doctoral thesis, the main findings are presented
in 2 scientific articles:

1) Balode, D. Rozners, G. “Fundamentalisms ka kristigas ticibas fenomens

Latvija” Cels 71 (2020): 20-36.

2) D. Rozners, G. “Bibeles verbala inspiracija, fundamentalisms un sievie-
tes loma baznica.” Religiski-filozofiski raksti 29 (2021): 203-228.

The findings of the dissertation have also been presented in 3 international

scientific conferences:

1) Presentation of the paper “Verbal Inspiration as a Response to
the Theological Crisis” in the TF section at the 77th International
Conference of the University of Latvia on February 6, 2019, in Riga,
Latvia.

2) Presentation of the paper “Verbal Inspiration as a Response to
Theological Crisis (17-19¢)” In a seminar organized by the LU TF and
University of Tartu Estonian-Latvian doctoral conference in theology and
religious studies, 16-17, 2019 May in Estonia.

3) Presentation of the paper “Verbal Inspiration in Christian Theology:
Implications in Latvian discourse” in a seminar organized by the LU TF
and University of Tartu Estonian-Latvian doctoral conference in theology
and religious studies, 10-11 November 2021 in June on the Zoom platform.
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The dissertation consists of two parts. In order to get complete insight about
modern processes in Latvia, it is necessary to step back and include a larger
time lag in the study. Therefore, the second to fifth chapters are devoted to
the history of the thought of verbal inspiration. We first look at the two main
texts of the New Testament, which are used as proof texts of verbal inspiration.
It is analyzed how these texts are used by theologians to support the idea of
verbal inspiration and what are the main conclusions obtained by the exegesis of
these texts. It is concluded that the teaching of verbal inspiration does not follow
the exegesis of the text, but rather is a necessity created by dogmatic theology.

The third chapter analyzes the history of reading and interpreting
the Scriptures, resulting in the doctrine of verbal inspiration. What were
the historical and theological preconditions for its formation? What arguments
its creators and supporters followed? How from the time of the Church Fathers
to the 19th century fundamentalism, the idea of the inspiration and authority of
the Scripture was used in the face of various theological crises?

The fourth chapter is devoted to the tradition of evangelicalism in
the United States, which is the leading tradition representing verbal inspiration
of the Bible and Christian fundamentalism. The gradual fragmentation of this
tradition under the influence of the development of science and the plurality of
the modern world is analyzed. What was the influence of the doctrine of verbal
inspiration on this process?

The fifth chapter is devoted to the critique of the 20th and 21st century
academic theology of verbal inspiration. Here we look at the authors that largely
determined the 20th century theological developments in this area. Contrary to
the view of verbal inspiration, they provide solutions to the question of biblical
inspiration based on academic theology. Based on these results, the author offers
his own insights on the issue of inspiration.

The second part of the dissertation - the sixth and seventh chapters - focuses
on the analysis of the situation in Latvia. It has developed under the influence of
certain historical processes, which are both unique to our country and related
to the challenges of the Christian faith in other parts of the world. Western
evangelicalism has also played an important role in Latvia’s Protestant faith.
Thanks to various missionaries, it came to our country during the period of
the first independence and even more actively after the restored independence.
Along with theological crises elsewhere in the world, the Christian faith in
Latvia has experienced its own crises, which have determined its further
development. Implications of the belief in the verbal inspiration of the Bible
in Latvian theological discourses can be observed both in history and today.
The historical review of the influence of evangelicalism on Latvia’s theological
discourses leads to the important seventh chapter, which is dedicated to the case
study of Latvia through semi-structured interviews with 29 pastors of different
Protestant denominations to get an opinion on the Bible as a verbally inspired
book.
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2. SUMMARY OUTLINE OF THE DOCTORAL THESIS

2.1. Methods used in the study

In the historical section of the dissertation, the historical or genetic method is
used to study the history of the thought of verbal inspiration and its significance
in the formation of 19th century evangelicalism and fundamentalism. Analyzing
the solutions of the concept of verbal inspiration the 20th-21st centuries,
the idea research method was used.

In the second part of the dissertation dedicated to the situation in Latvia,
in addition to the historical method, a qualitative research is also carried out.
29 semi-structured interviews with the clergy of the Protestant faith were
obtained. 12 Lutheran, 7 Baptist, 6 Adventist, 3 Pentecostal and 1 Reformed pastor
were interviewed. The results were analyzed using qualitative content analysis
and discourse analysis methods, clarifying the respondents’ argumentation
strategies and analyzing the respondents’ discursive psychology and language.
One of the main tools of a pastor’s work is public speaking. Pastors use language
to construct a reality to which listeners are invited. Under the influence of these
languages, people’s religious and social identities and relationships are formed.
Consequently, pastors are very important opinion leaders in a community of
Christians and its interaction with society. The purpose of the discursive analysis
was not to accurately reveal beliefs about the verbal inspiration of the Bible, but
to analyze the social influences or crises that determine behavior and thoughts
in the context of these beliefs.

2.2. History of the thought of verbal inspiration

In the historical section of the dissertation, analyzing various stages of
the history of the Biblical faith, it is argued that the importance and authority of
the Scriptures have historically been particularly relevant in various crises. If we
look at the history of the writing tradition, the first significant stopping point is
the crisis caused by the Israelites’ exile to Babylon in the 6 century BC. According
to the source hypothesis, at that time, the oldest texts were edited and compiled
and new texts were formed (priest’s text). The scriptural tradition emerges as
the Jewish diaspora’s response to the theological crisis. The latest Hellenistic
era also brings new challenges to the Jewish faith, the issue of preserving
the Jewish tradition and the identity in the conditions of severe persecution
becomes especially acute, consequently the apocalyptic genre develops. A Greek
translation of the Hebrew Bible (LXX) is being prepared for the Jewish diaspora
in North Africa. In these crises, the idea of the supernatural revelation of God
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and the miraculous action of people who write an authoritative and absolutely
faithful text by divine inspiration is becoming increasingly important.

A separate section of the dissertation is dedicated to the age of the Church
Fathers. The Church Fathers also embraced the idea of an inspired Bible (2Tim.
3:16) and an inspired translation of the Bible (LXX)? in the face of the crisis caused
by the Christian controversy with the Jewish community and Gnostics. However,
the fact that the text was described as inspired did not oblige the interpreter to
interpret it in the only correct way. The main goal of the interpretation was not
to find a single correct explanation for the text and stick to it. Nor was any single
correct method of interpretation put forward (such as literal). On the contrary,
the text was perceived as full of new meanings. The text is alive and can appear in
new meanings as history and human experience evolve. In the intertestamental
period and in the first century AD, this was achieved by the allegorical method
of interpreting the Scriptures, the method used by both the Apostle Paul and
Philo of Alexandria.* The justification of the allegorical interpretation rests
in faith in the scriptures, as revealed and inspired by the Holy Spirit, which
have a deeper meaning. The allegorical interpretation of the Scriptures used by
the Church Fathers was not only the beginning of Christian theology, but also
an apologetic response to the opposition of Judaism to the Christian faith.

For the late medieval scholar Thomas Aquinas, the scriptures were an
authoritative and abundant source of Christian theology (sacred doctrine)
that, despite its diversity, leads to clear and unambiguous answers important to
faith. On this basis, the dogmatic theology of 17th century Lutheran as well as
Reformed Orthodoxy was formed.

As early as the end of the 16th century, thanks to the printing technique,
reading of the Bible became possible for all levels of society. Anyone who wanted
to and could afford it read and interpreted the Bible. The fact that the writings
from the hands of trained and educated theologians became more widespread
had a special effect on the further history of the interpretation of the Scripture.
As the controversy continued with the opposition of the Catholic Church,
Protestants considered more and more the writings as a source of Christian
dogmatics and less and less as ancient testimonies related to the context of their
time. The Bible was understood as a direct message to the generation that read
it, and one of the purposes of its interpretation was to maintain the dogmatic

2 Wolfhart Panenberg also supports the idea that the idea of inspiration in Christianity comes
directly from Hellenistic Judaism in connection with the Greek translation of the Hebrew
Bible. Wolfhart Pannenberg, “Theological Table Talk: On the Inspiration of Scripture,’
Theology Today 07 1997; vol. 54, 2: 215.

> Menahem Kister, “Allegorical Interpretation of Biblical Narratives in Rabbinic Literature,
Philo, and Origen: Some Case Studies” in New Approaches to the Study of Biblical
Interpretation in Judaism of the Second Temple Period and in Early Christianity, edited by
Florentino Garcia Martinez, Vol 106 (Leiden: Koninklijke Brill, 2013), 134-135.
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and theological systems of Protestantism.! Undoubtedly, the revealed principle
of the Reformation was unchanging: the revelation of God in Jesus Christ
was a major event, and this revelation had inspired both writers and readers.
However, as Brevard Childs points out, later Protestant theology applied this
principle less and less.” By equating revelation with the Scriptures as a verbally
inspired text, the illusion arose based on the Scriptures that it was possible
to create an unchangeable and infallible tradition of the Christian faith. In
developing the doctrine of the verbal inspiration of the Scripture, the main goal of
the 17th century Lutheran orthodoxy was to prove the authoritative result of this
event. Lutheran dogmatists moved toward an ever closer and clearer definition
of the belief in the Scriptures as a heavenly doctrine. To achieve this, three
principles were important: First, it was important to show that the inspiration
took place under the complete control of God, and that the authors wrote under
the influence of supernatural guidance from God. Second, it was important to
prove that all the Scriptures are written by the Spirit of God and thus form
a coherent doctrinal system without any flaws or imperfections. And third, all
Scriptures are equally God-inspired and there are no texts that are less inspired
than others.

In carrying out this task, dogmatists tried to distance themselves as far as
possible from trying to describe some psychological phenomena how exactly
inspiration happened. This was not so important because the main interest
was in the result itself - the Scripture, its authority and credibility. Given
the teaching of the Catholic Church that the divine authority is represented
by the church tradition alongside the Scripture, it was important for Orthodox
Protestant theologians to prove that the Scripture alone is completely sufficient
and created by God Himself. While the opposition of the Catholic Church
expressed its conviction that the divine inspiration continued to work through
the church in every age, the aim of Lutheran orthodoxy was to limit inspiration
only to the Scripture. From the point of view of Lutheran orthodoxy, the event
of inspiration could not be extended beyond the boundaries of the Bible.
It could not be applied to any other tradition or historical process related
to the formation of the Scripture. The event of inspiration was unique in
the process of writing the Scripture. Therefore, it was important to emphasize
not the inspiration of the people, but the inspiration of their spoken and written
words. The doctrine of verbal inspiration was like a universal answer to all kinds
of criticism, because in matters of faith all answers were derived from the Bible

¢ The same can be said of the research of the Catholic Church, which devoted relatively little
effort to the study of the Bible as a historical document, and until the 17th century the main
emphasis was on strengthening dogmatics based on biblical exegesis. See Alastair Hamilton,
“Humanists and the Bible” in Jill Kraye, ed., The Cambridge Companion to Renaissance
Humanism, (Cambridge University Press, 1996), 113-115.

° Brevard S. Childs, The Theology of the Old and New Testaments, 66.
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and considered infallible and inerrant. Every word was inspired by God. In this
way the dynamic activity of the Holy Spirit was limited by the written word.

The strengthening of the dogma was further facilitated by the process
of institutionalization of the Protestant Church. The written word became
a normative criterion used to evaluate both the conformity of faith to the truth
and, especially in the reformed theology, issues of morality and ethics. The main
task of the church theologians was to preserve the unity of teaching. Properly
interpreted Scriptures became the sole authority that shaped the life of the new
Christian community. Scripture provided answers to all questions. Therefore,
everything that is said in the Scripture was to be understood as what God Himself
said. Freedom of philosophical thought waned, and the work of theologians
focused on logic and scholasticism. The further the church theologians were
from the original revelation, the more their work was to cite and reformulate
existing dogmas into more modern language. While the great theologians
(Origen, Augustine, Anselm, Luther, and Calvin) freely transcended this
process,® later dogmatists did not allow themselves such freedom and devoted
all their efforts to systematizing and arranging the ideas of great thinkers in plain
doctrines, theological treatises, and creeds. The doctrine of Lutheran orthodoxy
was formed and strengthened in the conditions of the theological crisis caused
by the Reformation controversy. Lutheran Orthodoxy had not only to defend its
theological system against Catholic Jesuit critique, but in the face of the rapid
fragmentation of the Protestant faith argue with freethinking theologians from
within. In the name of the stability of the dogmatic system, the doctrine of
verbal inspiration was crucial.

Despite expectations, this did not lead to the emergence of a Christian
tradition that was united and equally believed in the Bible. On the contrary,
the more scrupulously theologians worked on biblical doctrines, the more
controversy developed and the more rapidly the Christian faith fragmented in
various directions of radical reformation (pietism, puritanism). This process
of constant fragmentation which continues today, is considered by researchers
as an argument for the illusory nature of the proponents of verbal inspiration
about the infallibility of the Bible.”

Protestant Orthodoxy formed a fundamental basis for all later Christian
theology, which either sought to return to it or criticized it.®> The doctrine of
inspiration of the Scripture was one of the fundamental elements of this system.
It was guarded and reaffirmed in various Protestant creeds. Depending on
the approach to the question of inspiration, different interpretations of the Bible
developed. As the controversy grew, the Scriptures became the battlefield of

¢ Edward Farley, Peter C. Hodgson, “Scripture and Tradition” in Christian Theology, ed.by
Peter C. Hodgson and Robert H. King, 2nd ed. (Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1985), 74.

7 Christian Smith, The Bible Made Impossible (Baker Publishing Group, 2011) Kindle Edition,
207.

8 Paul Tillich, A History of Christian Thought, 277.
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theological argumentation, and the theological crisis deepened. In an attempt
to resolve the crisis with a theology based on the doctrine of verbal inspiration,
Christian theology entered an even deeper crisis. As Ernst Troeltsch later
pointed out, the Christian tradition gradually learned the bitter lesson that it is
impossible to call any interpretation of the Scripture or Church infallible.” But
there was an even bigger crisis ahead. By the 19th century, Protestantism was
forced to face not only increasing fragmentation due to differing interpretations
of the Bible, but also the rationalism of the Enlightenment and the rapid
development of science.

2.3. Verbal inspiration and evangelicalism

The theological crisis of the 19th century made deeper the rapid develop-
ment of science and the application of the scientific methods in Biblical research.
The historical critical method, the skepticism created by the theory of evolution,
and the development of liberal theology created fears of a complete collapse of
human morality and the values of faith. Feeling threatened by the pressures of
the modern world, Christian fundamentalism emerged as opposition to moder-
nism in the late 19th and early 20th centuries.’® Under the new circumstances it
sought to defend the doctrine of Protestant Orthodoxy about verbal inspiration.
The goal was to restore the lost virginity of the American Christian faith, to
return to the former paradigm of a state that moves along the path of Christian
values and morality. The crisis of society’s apostasy from God and moral decay
could only be resolved by returning to the Biblical values. The instructions
in the Bible are clear and understandable, so the best thing to do is to follow
them literally."! Another solution was to seek confirmation of divine inspiration
outside the Scriptures - in the ecstatic experience of a believer. That led to
the formation of various charismatic and apocalyptic movements in the 19th
and 20th centuries. We can conclude that there is sufficiently broad evidence
in history that verbal inspiration was used as a simple, clear, and convenient
response to theological crises.

©

According to Ernst Troeltsch, Protestantism in the 16th and 17th centuries forever
broke the absolute autocracy of the Catholic Church and thus interrupted the influence
of “Church-civilization” “Three infallible churches (Catholic, Lutheran and Reformed)
unchurched and anathematized one another, discredited the idea of the Church, for
which there is no plural”. Against its will and contrary to its faith, Protestantism destroyed
the supernatural foundation of the Christian church. See Ernst Troeltsch, Protestantism and
Progress. The Significance of Protestantism for the Rise of the Modern World (Philadelphia:
Fortress Press, 1986), 54.

George M. Marsden, Fundamentalism and American Culture, 2nd ed. (New York: Oxford
University Press, 2006), 43-44.

Martin Riesebrodt, Fundamentalismus als patriarchalische Protestbewegung. Amerikanische
Protestanten (1910-1928) und iranische Schiiten (1961-1979) im Vergleich (Tibingen: J. C. B.
Mohr, 1990), 57.
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The theological discussions of the 20th century and the establishment of
the neo-orthodox school led to the restructuring of evangelicalism in search of
new points of contact with the rationality of the modern mind. At the theological
level, however, it continued to live in crisis, thinking that post-modern pluralism
threatened to undermine Christian values and morals. Neo-evangelicalism
began to take into account the results of critical research and to try to redefine
its foundations of faith. However, it was also not possible to completely abandon
the teaching of verbal inspiration. The Evangelical “Chicago Statement on
Biblical Inerrancy™? is an effort to combine critical research with the teaching
of biblical inerrancy and infallibility. However, the theology of evangelicalism
cannot adequately compete with the scientific results of academic theology in
modern universities, because in the name of the doctrine of verbal inspiration,
its arguments often are unscientific and anti-intellectual.”® Evangelicalism lives
in the illusion that a return to the Bible will answer all questions, but historical
experience shows that such a general return to a secure source and the only
correct interpretation of the Bible is not possible. The dissertation concludes
that the struggle of 20th century evangelicalism for the verbal inspiration of
the Bible marks a response to a theological crisis in which the interpretation of
Scripture is protected from the pluralism of the modern age. The need to defend
the verbal inspiration is justified by the understanding that modern theology
has lost the authority of the Scripture.

2.4. Solutions of the concept of the inspiration in theology
of the 20th-21st centuries

A separate chapter in the dissertation is devoted to an in-depth analysis of
the issue of inspiration in the 20th and the 21st century academic theology. They
range from the metaphorical solutions of critical theology and the canonical
solutions of postliberal theology to the concepts of God’s revelation in neo-
orthodox theology. The chapter concludes with the conclusion that, although
each theological direction goes its own way, what unites all the solutions of
the 20th and 21st centuries is the separation of the authority of the Scripture from
the event of inspiration. Namely, the Scriptures are no longer called authoritative
because they are divinely inspired. The authority of the Scriptures lies not in
its supernatural origins, but in its crucial role in the history of the Christian
faith and theology. The Bible has always been a source of inspiration for
the Christian faith, hope, and love. In the greatest crises its message served as an

2 Chicago Statement of Biblical Inerrancy, https://defendinginerrancy.com/chicago-statements/,
accessed 26.08.2020.

13 Mark A. Noll, The Scandal of the Evangelical Mind (Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans
Publishing Co, 1994), 47-49. George M. Marsden, Fundamentalism and American Culture,
223.
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encouragement to Christians. Although literal interpretation of the Scriptures
has been important to many Christians, spiritual encouragement is not provided
by the historicity of the text, but by the relevance of its message in the life of
the believer today.

Common in all solutions is also a critique of the verbal inspiration created
by Lutheran Orthodoxy and later Christian fundamentalism and the resulting
postulates of inerrancy and infallibility of the Bible. As Karl Barth remarks,
these are human attempts to take control and explain the transcendent God in
rational ways. It looks more like idolatry rather than true spirituality.'

The theologians discussed in this chapter prefer not to speak of inspiration
but of revelation. Namely, Jesus Christ is God’s revelation to the world, and
the Scripture are a testimony of that revelation. This would be the starting
point for balanced theology. If, however, we use the term inspiration, it is
found in the message itself and not in its words, details, or historical precision.
Moreover, inspiration is a means of God’s continual activity that continues to
function today as the Bible is read and the living word of God, Jesus Christ,
is discovered and experienced through it. None of the theologians seeks to
reduce the significance of the Scripture in the Christian faith and theology for
the Scripture forms the language in which the Christian tradition speaks. God
is fulfilling His kingdom-building purposes through the Scripture. Therefore, no
matter how human and incomplete the Scriptures are, they become a revelation
of God whenever they are read in faith. This transcendent experience, which
is entirely the competence of God and its Holy Spirit, is available to everyone.
To limit inspiration to the authors of the Bible alone means to reduce and
limit the work of the Spirit of God. If God cannot be revealed through history,
but only through the Bible, then man renounces growth and wants to live in
the unchanging reality of the past. However, the Bible is also history and will
continue to participate in history as long as theological discourse continues and
spiritual experience is relevant.

The academic solutions of inspiration considered in this chapter clearly
demonstrate that by giving up verbal inspiration, Biblical inerrancy and
infallibility, the authority of the Bible and its crucial role in the Christian faith are
not lost. The message of the Bible is still alive and relevant. Thus, the concerns
of fundamentalism and conservative evangelicalism about the collapse of
the Christian faith and morality in today’s world are not related to the loss of
Biblical authority, but rather are rooted in the dualistic worldview of verbal
inspiration, which sees any historically difficult situation as a critical threat to
faith. The academic theologians discussed in this chapter do not in any way
associate the issue of inspiration with any significant theological crisis. Such
connections are seen and felt only by the defenders of verbal inspiration. This

!4 Karl Barth, Church Dogmatics, 14 vols., ed. G. W. Bromiley and T. E Torrance (Edinburgh,
1998), 1.2: 522-523.
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leads to the conclusion that, although verbal inspiration and the infallibility
of writings have historically been the characteristic answers of the Christian
faith in theological crises, as modern theology shows, such answers are not
necessary. They are more maintained to preserve the ancient belief system in
order to preserve the old tradition unchanged. Moreover, from the analysis of
historical circumstances and the variety of modern solutions of inspiration, it
can be concluded that the argumentation of verbal inspiration tends to identify
the theological crisis in situations where it does not exist. The struggle is
started for principles that are not the main problem issues and, consequently,
the theological solutions defended do not withstand the critique of modern
theology. Contrary to the fears of its proponents, renouncing verbal inspiration
does not destroy the Christian faith, but opens up a variety of ways to speak of
God’s revelation and scriptural authority today.

2.5. Implications of evangelicalism in the Latvian Christian faith

Since the 18th century, the Latvian Christian tradition has been influenced
by both the Pietist-Pentecostal and, since the 20th century, the Puritan-Princeton
paradigm.’® Our country has been greatly affected not only by the process of
change in Europe, but also in America. Theological education at the academic
level was initiated under the auspices of the Lutheran Church, but various
denominational theology seminary schools also developed during the period of
the first independence. There was a presence of both a liberal and a conservative
direction. However, World War II and the subsequent Soviet occupation froze
these theological processes. Under Soviet control and ideological pressure,
the churches devoted all their efforts to internal unity, strengthening and
preserving confessional traditions. While the discourses of neo-orthodoxy and
the second wave of feminism took place in the West during these years, in our
country theology and research had come to a virtual standstill. Among other
things, it practically did not follow the discourses of biblical inspiration and
the various solutions offered by theologians in the middle of the 20th century.
In conditions of isolation and self-preservation theological stagnation took
place. Every effort was made to replicate old knowledge and strengthen existing
foundations. Thus, in an 1985 interview with a German Christian magazine,
Bishop Matulis of the ELCL described Latvian Christianity: “The Church of
Latvia has not developed any special theological direction. We are conservative.
Conservatism combined with a healthy presence of fundamentalism is better
than liberal theology*¢

!> Roger E. Olson, The Story of Christian Theology (Diwners Grove, IL: Inter Varity Press,
1990), 594.

¢ “Glaube in der 2.Welt” Zeitschrift fiir Religionsfreiheit und Menschenrechte, 1985, 13.
Jahrgang, Nr. 1.
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Separated from the Western theological discourses, the Latvian Christian
faith continued to exist in the conditions of a serious theological crisis caused
by atheism. Staying in line of verbal inspiration of the Bible was the proper
way of survival. This is the main reason why the theological discourses of
the modern Latvian Protestant faith still show very clear signs of conservative
evangelicalism and fundamentalism. It is observed in the dissertation that in
the public statements of some prominent Latvian evangelicals we can observe
the anti-intellectualism characteristic of evangelicalism. There is exclusionary
rhetoric towards certain social groups. There is a feeling that Latvias diverse
denominational mood is united by longing for an intelligent Christian authority
that will be able to silence all disagreements and offer a universal plan for
arranging everything that has been damaged and threatened. This is one of
the reasons why new hopes for Christians to enter politics are being raised again
and again. New points of contact with different political forces have been sought.
The dissertation concludes that Christian fundamentalism and conformism in
our country act as a factor hindering the development of society and promote
a negative attitude towards the Christian message and the church. It does not
focus on the education of the church and society, but on moralizing criticism.

2.6. Verbal inspiration and the 21st century clergy:
the case of Latvia

In the years following the collapse of the Soviet regime, Latvia was
a mission field for various evangelical preachers. The promoted conservative
evangelicalism with the inerrant and infallible Bible strengthened the old
paradigms. The ideology of atheism sought to be replaced by a vision of a society
and government, which rests on Christian principles. Public sentiment and
a high level of trust in the church allowed it to become more actively involved
in political processes and to position itself as a conservative and trustworthy
Christian adviser. The arrival of the Western liberal discourses in Latvia and
the unpreparedness of the society for them further strengthened this position.
In the face of the changing modern world, Latvian Christian churches sought to
preserve ancient paradigms by defending them with arguments about the threat
of liberal theology to Latvias Christian faith although in reality there is no
influential liberal tradition in any of Latvias Christian denominations. Such
an answer to the theological crisis of the modern age can also be heard in
the answers of several clergy interviewed for the purposes of the study. They
oppose the modern age, in which, contrary to the stable and unchanging certainty
of the Bible, everything is changeable, and open to criticism. In the interviews,
changes in society are described as negative processes that destroy society.
The best way to confront it is the Bible, which must be elevated above culture.
The Christian tradition is understood not as force that influence the culture, but
as an opposition to culture. As the interviews revealed, clergy see this cultural
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pressure in liberal university education, in the relativism of liberal theology, in
the secularization of society, in the pluralism of ideas, and in attempts of social
engineering to subvert the culture. They feel that the infallible Bible is being
relativized, and the morality of mankind and the essence of Christianity are
being called to question. Therefore, in the face of significant religious challenges,
the idea of a verbally inspired text makes it easier to take apologetical positions,
as the text is independent of a person and its literal interpretation frees from
the problem of diversity of interpretation. The infallible Bible proclaims only one
absolute interpretation, one answer, and one way out of the crisis. The verbal
inspiration of the Scriptures still serves as a seemingly quick and easy response
to reality. It is a way to stay in control and protect oneself from the unknown
and the incomprehensible."”

Although some clergy do not recognize the full verbal inspiration of
the Scripture, they largely agree with the doctrine of inerrancy and infallibility
of the Bible. This reveals a still high view of the Bible, the interpretation of
which implicitly follows the methodology of verbal inspiration. Although
some pastors do not agree with the text of the Bible as a supernaturally written
will of God, at the same time in their responses to women’s ordination and
homosexuality they see the Bible as a cross-cultural standard of divine ethics.
This points to a dichotomy that arises between the breadth of live experience
and the narrowness of the boundaries set by verbal inspiration. The dogmatic
framework adopted with the position of a minister is not always in line
with the intuitive conclusions gained from experience. The limited access to
the Western theological discourses and the lack of such discourses in Latvia
hinder an in-depth understanding of the possibilities of interpreting the Bible.

The issue of biblical inspiration in the Western world was significant again
in the 1970s and 1980s. At that time, Latvia was behind the Iron Curtain and
it was not possible to follow these discourses. The ignorance of the history
of verbal inspiration of the Bible, as well as the ignorance about the research
of fundamentalism in the West, have left deep gaps in the understanding of
modern Latvian clergy. Pastors physically live in the modern world, but
theologically still strive to return to the mythological reality before the modern
age. The interviews conducted in the study show clearly the tendencies that are
characteristic of fundamentalist and conservative evangelicalism - skepticism
is felt among the clergy towards the higher theological education offered at
universities. Several pastors see the Christian faith facing the challenges of
postmodern relativism and the pressures of different ideologies. According to
them, the task of the Christian faith is to preserve its historical authenticity

17 People’s attempts to seek unambiguous answers are not related to the desire to solve
a problem, but to the need to control the situation. See Davis, M. “Hermeneutics contra
fundamentalism: Zygmunt Bauman’s method for thinking in dark times,” (2020) Thesis
Eleven, 156 (1), 27-44.
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by not allowing the new influences of biblical interpretation that emerge from
secular universities. This position is closely related to the issue of biblical
inspiration and, consequently, its interpretation. If the Bible is an infallible and
inerrant message from God, then it must be read literally and it must be clear
and understandable to every reader. This means that in-depth study of the Bible
and an attempt to understand it in a modern context is useful only insofar as
it strengthens faith and is consistent with denominational beliefs. As a result,
there is a gap between higher theological education offered at universities and
denominational education. This gap, as Mark Nols accurately describes it, fosters
Christian anti-intellectualism and cultivates a naive faith that is more rooted
in experience and emotions but less honest in research and critical thinking.
Such a faith is ready to deny science if it does not agree with the accepted
interpretation of the Bible.'s

'8 Mark A. Noll, The Scandal of the Evangelical Mind (Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans
Publishing Co, 1994), 27.
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3. MAIN CONCLUSIONS OF THE DOCTORAL THESIS

Summarizing the results of the research on verbal inspiration as a response
to theological crises and its implications in Latvian discourse, we have come to
the following conclusions characterizing the situation in Latvia:

1) In the theological discourse of modern Latvia, there is still skepticism about
the results of academic research at universities. This skepticism is expressed
in the belief that the Bible cannot be critically studied because it is a sacred
book and its subjection to a historically critical method means the denial of
God.

2) Although scientific results are not denied, they are skeptically questioned
whenever they contradict any traditional theological assumptions. Science
is acceptable only insofar as it is compatible with the Bible. Science is
questionable because it is secularly atheistic and needs conversion to faith.
Consequently, the reconciling of the literal interpretation of the Bible with
scientific findings is still topical.

3) The theological discourse of Latvia lacks knowledge and interest in
the history of Christian theology and the theological solutions to the 20th
century fundamentalist modernist disputes. The clerical argumentation
strategies largely follow the paradigm of conservative evangelical and
fundamentalist thinking.

4) Although verbal inspiration is not always supported openly, the resulting
Bible interpretation methodology is applied implicitly. This manifests itself
in preference of the plain literal reading of the Bible, because of which
the historical text is applied linearly today. Consequently, social injustice in
the church and intolerance due to sexual orientation are justified.

5) In connection with the entry of the Western liberal values into Latvian
politics and society, in interviews with clergy present statements that point
to the moral degradation of the world. The pastors talk about the threat
of neo-Marxist culture and the threat of the collapse of morality posed by
liberalism. The pastors are concerned about the entry of liberal ideas into
the church, which will discredit the Christian faith. Consequently, the clergy
live being aware of a growing theological crisis, the safest answer to which is
to remain in the paradigm of verbal inspiration.

6) The theological discourse of Latvia is by far less influenced by the opinion
of the pastors that the doctrine of verbal inspiration does not correspond
to the modern discoveries and the model of an inspired reader should be
chosen as a more appropriate solution. The pastors who share this view
acknowledge that the process of interpreting the Bible never ends, and it is
impossible to speak of a single and correct method of interpretation.

7) The theological discourse of Latvia is by far less influenced by the opinion
of the pastors that the feeling of collapse of Christian values and
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theological crisis is caused not by liberal theology, but rather by Christian

fundamentalism.

8) The theological discourse of Latvia is by far less influenced by the opinion
of the pastors that the theology of the modern church should follow science
and exegesis and not the other way around.

9) The theological discourse of Latvia is by far less influenced by the opinion
of the pastors that experience and knowledge are as important sources of
theology as the text of the Bible and the tradition of faith.

The research carried out shows that in the situation of Latvia there is
an urgent need for a comprehensive theological education that would be
available to the clergy and also to the laity. Although the Faculty of Theology
of the University of Latvia offers it, in the denominational environment there
is mistrust to the product offered by academic theology. On the one hand, it is
based on the principal position that the study and interpretation of the Scripture
is proper only within the church and not in a secular environment. Therefore,
research outside the control of the church tradition is considered to serve
only the interests of humans, but not of God. On the other hand, mistrust
in the results of academic research can also be because of a lack of academic
neutrality in the universities. This problem was already pointed out by Mark
A. Noll, evangelical scholar, in the 1990s, analyzing the huge gap between
American evangelical and academic Bible studies. He concluded that the lack
of academic neutrality was a serious obstacle to bridging this gap. Universities
often begin to defend and propagate ideologies that evangelical Bible scholars
cannot follow.” Therefore, the best way to bridge the growing gap would be
to build academic research that is both neutral and respectful of the Bible as
the source and authority of the Christian faith. This means that the Faculty of
Theology of University of Latvia would need to work in at least two directions.

First, to inform and educate the public and also the Christian environment
about: (1) important historical processes of the Christian church that have
influenced the Latvian Christian tradition; (2) the 20th century fundamentalism
modernism debate in America; (3) the doctrine of verbal inspiration of
the Bible in response to significant theological crises and; (4) the ways suggested
by researchers to address the issue of biblical inspiration in the 20th century.
The faculty could carry out this kind of education not only by the help of
the programs offered to students, but also by creating research publications and
monographs, as well as by organizing seminars and courses.

Secondly, it is important to maintain a neutral, fair and open study
environment in which the academic staff takes the diversity of students
seriously and is able to satisfy even the most conservative students’ desire for
in-depth knowledge of theology, in a way that respects their deepest beliefs.

19 Mark Noll, Between Faith and Criticism: Evangelicals, Scholarship, and the Bible in America,
208-209.
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The distinctly evangelical and even fundamentalist profile of the Latvian
Christian faith requires a gentle and far-sighted approach to the educational
process, as the necessary paradigm shifts are very extensive. It is important for
students to feel that teachers do not represent a foreign academic intellectual
position but are the same truth-seekers as they are.
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